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Verses 1-21
Shall we tonight now get into our study in the book of Zechariah beginning with chapter 1.

Now if you remember when we studied the book of Haggai last week, Haggai was dating his prophesies in the second year of Darius the king. His first prophecy was in, I think, the sixth month of the second year. He had another prophecy in the seventh month, and his last prophecy was in the ninth month.

Now Zechariah also dates his prophesies in the reign of Darius, the Medo-Persian king. So between... and at the same time that Haggai was prophesying, you remember he prophesied in the seventh month, in the ninth month.

In the eighth month, the word of the LORD came to Zechariah, the eighth month, and the second year of Darius ( Zechariah 1:1 ).

So Zechariah and Haggai were contemporaries. They were both prophets of the post-exilic period. The children of Israel had returned, that is a portion of them, 50,000 of them from their exile in Babylon. Seventy years of Babylonian captivity had more or less weaned them from their idolatry. For it was because of their idolatry that they went into captivity. But the Jews learned something in Babylon of commercialism. It seems that the Jewish people are very adaptable, and whatever they do, they learn to do it well. Babylon was the commercial center of the world. When the Jews were taken captive to Babylon, they began to go from the agrarian culture to a more commercial, and they began to excel in the commercial field. So much so, that by the time the seventy years of captivity was over, many of them had no desire to return to the land at all. They were now wealthy merchants. They controlled the commerce of Babylon. They had learned well the lessons of commerce, and they have not forgotten them and still are very successful many times in the commercial field.

It is interesting that when the nation Israel was reborn and the people went back to the land, that these people who had excelled so much in the commercial field, wherever they went in the world, they were always involved in commerce. But when they returned back to the land, many of them returned to the soil, and some of the most advanced agricultural techniques in the world are now being practiced in Israel, and they teach the world the art of agriculture.

Now here were a bunch of bankers, and businessmen, and store owners, and all, they go back to Israel, and they go back to the farm, and it isn"t long before they"ve developed the drip system of irrigation. They"ve developed the sprinkling system of irrigation, and they"ve begun to farm the desert, and they have become extremely profitable now in their farming interests. And they actually fill Europe with fresh fruit and vegetables all year round. So they"re a fascinating people. They were so successful, as I said, in their commercial ventures that many of them did not return. This will be brought out in some of the prophecies here in Zechariah.

But those that did return were not really prepared for what they found. You know, it is interesting when you leave a place, so often in your mind you have memories of that place, and usually it was when you were a child. You grew up in a particular locality. There always seems to be within the heart of a person a yearning to return to the place of your childhood. "Oh, it was this, and it was that," and you build it up in your mind over the years of absence. But sometimes one of the most disillusioning and disappointing thing can be to go back to the place of your childhood. Especially in these days, and especially if your childhood was in Orange County. You find the whole place has changed; it"s not at all as you remember it. Where you used to go hunting for cottontail and all, now there are busy shopping centers, and the whole thing has changed.

Those who returned came back to a desolation like they never dreamed. The destruction of Jerusalem was so thorough by Nebuchadnezzar that there wasn"t any rebuilding, really, of the city. All they could do was cover the rubble and the waste of the past and start building anew on top of it. They started the rebuilding of the temple, but they soon became discouraged.

When Solomon built the temple, he had hired 150,000 men with 3,000 superintendents and an unlimited supply of money. He was able to build a beautiful, glorious temple unto the Lord, which was one of the sites of the ancient world. The queen of Sheba, when she came and saw it, she said, "Oh, I heard of the glory, but the half was not told to me!" He used great stones, cedars from Lebanon, covered everything with gold. But, of course, the gold was taken by Nebuchadnezzar. The huge brass pillars were broken up and taken to Babylon. All that was left were the huge stones that they could hardly move around.

After a time of attempting to build the temple, there were a lot of people that were there in the land that were harassing them. They finally just gave up. They thought, "Oh, it can"t be done. We"re just not strong enough. There"s not enough of us." They just gave up the attempts to build the temple.

That"s when Haggai started them. "Hey, you people look around, check things out. Your crops have been bad; you"re planting a lot of seeds, harvesting a little. Does it seem like your purses have holes in the bottom? Your money is just disappearing? The reason why is that you are dwelling comfortably now in your ceiled houses, while the house of God lies desolate." Haggai was encouraging them to get back to the building of the temple. Promising them that when they would, that God would begin to bless them. "Mark this date, put it on your calendar, and see if from this time God doesn"t begin to bless you as you return to the work of building His house."

At that same time, Zechariah came on the scene. Zechariah was probably a young man at the time that he prophesied. Zechariah of the minor prophets has the clearest insight concerning the coming of Jesus Christ than any of the other minor prophets, and writes more concerning Jesus Christ than all of the rest of the minor prophets combined. As we get into Zechariah, you"ll be amazed at his prophecies concerning Jesus Christ, both the first and the second coming. Zechariah makes amazing predictions that we will be getting in our third study and final study of the book. Predictions that are coming to pass right now. Predictions that have come to pass in the last few years. And as we read them, you"ll see how clearly God gave him an insight into the history of the nation of Israel at the present time.

So let"s get into Zechariah. "The eighth month, the second year of Darius, came the word of the Lord unto Zechariah,"
the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, The LORD hath been sore displeased with your fathers. Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the LORD of hosts ( Zechariah 1:1-3 ).

This basically is God"s message to the people through the ages. "If you"ll turn to Me, I will turn to you." When the king Asa had come back from great victory over the Ethiopians and the Nubians, the prophet of God came out to meet him and he said, "The Lord is with you while you are with Him, and if you seek Him, He will be found of you. But if you forsake Him, He will forsake you" ( 2 Chronicles 15:2 ). Through the ages this is always the case. God is always waiting for man to come. And if you will come to God, you can have fellowship with God, and the Lord will be with you. But the Lord does not force Himself on people. God does not force you to love Him. God does not force you to come to Him. He does not force you to serve Him. He just tells you of His love for you. And because of His love for you, this is what He will do for you if you"re walking in fellowship with Him. But when it comes right down to it, you are the one that has to make the decision. God has done all that He will do to save you. He has provided all that you need. But you must initiate now. God has already done all the initiating He will in providing the way. Now He waits for you to come, and He invites you to come, but you have to do it.

So, "Turn to Me, saith the Lord, and I will turn to you. Your fathers, they forsook Me. I was displeased with your fathers. But now if you"ll just turn to Me, I"ll turn to you."
Don"t be as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets cried, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings ( Zechariah 1:4 ):

That"s what they were crying to their fathers, but their fathers did not turn.

they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the LORD. And your fathers, where are they? ( Zechariah 1:4-5 )

Learn the lesson. Your fathers perished because they did not turn to Me; your fathers were carried away to Babylon because they would not turn to Me.

But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, they did not take hold of your fathers? [Your fathers wouldn"t listen.] and they returned and said, Like as the LORD of hosts thought to do to us, according to our ways, and according to our doings, so hath he dealt with us ( Zechariah 1:6 ).

So that which the prophets had warned them would happen, did happen. They were defeated; they were carried away captive.

Now the first of the ten visions that Zechariah received. A vision is similar to a dream with the exception that you are awake and conscious, that you are awake when you have a vision. But it is much like a dream in that you have a picture in your mind of things like you do in a dream. But as a dream is so often disjointed, and seemingly unrelated, so with visions. In God communicating to men through dreams, there needed to be the interpretation of the dream, because the dream was in symbols, and thus, needed interpretation. So with visions, so often they are in symbolic form, and a vision must be interpreted.

Now with Zechariah, the Lord gave him the visions, and in many places gave him also the interpretation. The Lord said, "You understand that Zechariah?" He said, "No, I don"t. What"s it mean?" "You don"t know what it means?" "Nope, tell me." So the Lord would have to interpret for Zechariah the visions that he saw. Wherever God interpreted, then we understand the visions. Where God did not interpret, we can only guess. However, with parables, allegories, dreams, and visions, there is what is known as expositional constancy. Now that is a word of hermeneutics that I don"t expect you to remember. But what it means is that in an allegory in a parable in a vision, in a dream, where you have symbolic language, if for instance in parables where the Lord is explaining the parable of the field and the types of seed that were planted in it. He said, "Now the seed is the Word of God, and the field is the world. The bird is the enemy who comes and plucks up the seed." So in parables, allegories, visions, and dreams, wherever you find the field, the field represents the world. Wherever you find birds, they are always in a bad sense. Wherever you find the seed being planted, that is the Word of God. Thus, oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit, as the dove is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. There are those what are called expositional constancies. That is, wherever they"re used in an allegorical form, it remains through the whole Bible, so that if you are trying to understand a parable, or an allegory, or a vision, and you are dealing with a oil, you are dealing with the subject of the Holy Spirit. If you"re dealing with birds, you are dealing with the enemy to the true child of God. Where you are dealing with the field, you"re dealing with the world. So expositional constancy.

Now on the twenty fourth day of the eleventh month, the second year of Darius, there came the word of the Lord to Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, I saw at night, and behold there was a man riding upon a red horse, and he stood among the myrtle trees that were in the bottom; and behind him there were there red horses, speckled, and white horses ( Zechariah 1:7-8 ).

So different horses behind him. So here is a man riding a red horse and horses behind him, and he"s standing there under the myrtle tree.

Then said I, [And I would"ve said the same thing] O my lord, what is this? ( Zechariah 1:9 )

Just from the outset you see a vision of a guy sitting on a horse, and these other horses behind him under the myrtle trees, and what can you make of that? Now there is a type of sermonizing which I do not follow, nor do I advocate, and that is the spiritualizing of a text in order to interpret it. Where a person will take a parable, for instance, and he will make every part of that parable symbolic. "And this is like," and he preaches this sermon using the parable as the basis for the sermon. Just, "This represents, and this represents, and this represents," and you"re spiritualizing the whole thing. The Bible doesn"t say that it represents those things, but you can actually get good sermons out of the parables if you"ll spiritualize them, because you can make them say anything you want them to say. But you really don"t have real solid teaching of the Word of God. But there are many who do follow that practice of just spiritualizing things. But really, if you do that you can also, if you run out of parables, use The Three Little Pigs, and preach a tremendous sermon from The Three Little Pigs, and the importance of building a strong house, one that will stand because the devil will huff and puff and blow your house down if you haven"t really built a strong house. So you need to build a house of faith, mingled with the Word of God, the bricks, and the mortar. I mean you can go on and on with these things, and you can spiritualize almost anything, and read into it whatever you want.

As I say, I do not practice that kind of preaching. Because if I did not have the interpretation of this rider on a red horse with a speckled and white and red horses behind him, I"m sure that I never would"ve come to what it is. So Zechariah, when he saw the thing, very wisely said, "What in the world is this?" The angel that talked with me, said unto me, "I will show you what this is."

And the man that stood among the myrtle trees answered and said, These are they whom the LORD hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth. And they answered the angel of the LORD that stood among the myrtle trees, and said, We have walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest ( Zechariah 1:10-11 ).

Now the children of Israel at this time had been dispersed through the whole earth. So these who were sent more or less to oversee, and to see the conditions of the earth, and they came back and reported, "Everything is at rest, and peaceful throughout the earth."
Now, here were God"s people scattered, dispersed, and the world was resting and happy with that fact, and so God was displeased with the treatment of His people that they were receiving through the world.

Then the angel of the LORD answered and said, O LORD of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which you have had indignation these seventy years? And the LORD answered the angel that talked with me with good words and comfortable words ( Zechariah 1:12-13 ).

So the angel said to Him, "Lord, how long until You have mercy on Jerusalem and on Judah? How long, O Lord, are the people gonna be dispersed and scattered?" The Lord talked with him, and I love this, with good words, and with comfortable words. It seems whenever we"re distressed and we come to the Lord, He is so patient with us. I"ve always found that He talks with me with good words, and with comfortable words. Oh, what comfort!

So the angel that communed with me said unto me, Cry thou saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy. And I am very displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for I was just a little displeased, and they helped to forward the affliction ( Zechariah 1:14-15 ).

In other words, God was using the nations as an instrument of judgment against Israel. But they, in their destruction, went beyond.

And therefore thus saith the LORD I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be built in it, saith the LORD of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem ( Zechariah 1:16 ).

So the Lord promises that the house will be built. Now, they who had been working on it were convinced at this time that it wouldn"t be built, "Too much, can"t do it. The job is too big; it"s too great." But the Lord is here declaring, "The house will be built."

Now, there is yet another temple to be built, and this prophecy not only dealt with the times then, but has a double fulfillment. Because, again, the Lord has declared that His house will be built in Jerusalem, and there will be definitely a temple built again in Jerusalem. In the eleventh chapter of the book of Revelation, John has given a ruler, and he is told to measure the temple and the courts. Now this is during the period of the Great Tribulation. So I expect work to start most any time on the new temple in Jerusalem.

"The house of the Lord will be built in Jerusalem," He promised. He said,

Cry yet, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; My cities through prosperity shall yet be spread abroad; and the LORD shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem ( Zechariah 1:17 ).

Though at this time Jerusalem was such a rubble, such a wasted ruin, yet the Lord promises the rebuilding.

Now the second of his visions:

Then I lifted up my eyes, and I saw, and behold there were four horns. And I said unto the angel that talked with me, What are these? And he answered me, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem ( Zechariah 1:18-19 ).

Now the four horns represent four kingdoms, for the horns symbolically are representing kings, or powers. They are equivalent to the four metals in the great image of Nebuchadnezzar"s dream, or the four beasts of Daniel"s dream. The four kingdoms by which Israel was dispersed into the world beginning with the Babylonian Kingdom, and then the Medo-Persian Empire, and then the Grecian Empire, and finally the Roman Empire. These nations under which God"s people suffered.

And then the LORD showed me four carpenters ( Zechariah 1:20 ).

Now his visions are flipping from one to another. First the red horse with the rider on it, and the other horses under the myrtle tree. Then the next thing all he saw were these four horns. Now what can you make out of four horns? So the Lord told him, or the angel told him what it was. Now the third vision, "The Lord showed me four carpenters," or literally, hewers, or carvers.

Then I said, What come these to do? ( Zechariah 1:21 )

What are these guys coming to do, Lord?

and he spake unto me saying, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, so that no man could lift up his head: but these are coming to fray them [to carve them up], to cast out the horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to scatter it ( Zechariah 1:21 ).

So those carvers that are coming to fray the kingdoms that scattered God"s people. "

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-12
I lifted up my eyes again, and I looked, and behold there was a man with a measuring line in his hand [He had a ruler]. I said, Where are you going? And he said to me, To measure Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length thereof. And, behold, the angel that talked with me went forth, and another angel went out to meet him, And he said unto him, Run and speak to this young man ( Zechariah 2:1-4 ),

Calling Zechariah a young man, and that is why I said he was probably a young man when he prophesied. He said, "Run and speak to this young man,"
saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein ( Zechariah 2:4 ):

In other words, Jerusalem is going to grow far beyond the boundaries of the walls. Now, if you go to Jerusalem today, you"ll find that this prophecy is fulfilled. It wasn"t really fulfilled until more recent years. Until really the last century. But Jerusalem has expanded tremendously. In fact, there are new settlements in Jerusalem way out towards the city of Jericho. Probably eight miles out of the center of Jerusalem. New settlements, huge settlements. Jerusalem has new settlements almost to Bethlehem. They have settlements almost to Ramalah. Jerusalem has expanded her borders tremendously. So this prophecy of Zechariah was not really fulfilled until our day, and you can go over now and see how it is being fulfilled even now.

For I, saith the LORD, will be unto her a wall of fire round about ( Zechariah 2:5 ),

In other words, they will expand from the walls. And the walled city of Jerusalem is now just a small little portion there in the center, and it comprises just a little area of about one square mile, where I would imagine that the city limits of Jerusalem proper now are probably now somewhere in the neighborhood of 150 to 200 square miles, as it has expanded so large. So the Lord said, "I will be a wall of fire around them. They won"t have to build a wall around it, for I will be the wall of fire round about."
and I will be the glory in the midst of her ( Zechariah 2:5 )

Of course, that has not yet taken place, will not take place until Jesus comes again, that is His being the glory in the midst of her.

O come forth, and flee from the land of the north, saith the LORD: for I have spread you abroad as the four winds of the heaven, saith the LORD ( Zechariah 2:5-6 ).

So He speaks of their dispersion; He had spread them abroad as the four winds.

Now in the New Testament, Matthew, chapter 24, when the disciples asked Jesus "What will be the sign of Your coming, and the end of the age?" Jesus began to tell them the various signs to look for. Incidentally, it just so happens that one of the signs that Jesus spoke about took up a full-page ad in today"s L.A. Times. For one of the signs Jesus said, "There will be false christs who will be coming." In the L.A. Times today there was a full-page ad, and in the major newspapers around the world, these full-page ads were run, proclaiming that the new Christ is now here, and will be revealing himself to the world in two months in a worldwide telecast, to be broadcast simultaneously throughout the entire world by satellite, and he is going to bring in the new era of peace and prosperity for all mankind. That everybody around the world will understand his speech by mental telepathy, so that it doesn"t matter what language you speak, you will understand him as he is speaking. Because through mental telepathy his speech will be translated into your language, and you will think that he is speaking English, because you will understand him as though he were. So far this group has spent about twenty million dollars in advertising the Messiah, or they call him the Christ, who will be revealing himself in two months to the world.

Now Jesus said, "There will be false christs, and they will say, "Lo he is here, or Lo he is there. Or, he is in a secret place." Of course, right now the paper said he is at this moment in a secret place and nobody knows who he is except the few chosen people that he has decided to reveal himself to. But he is already a world leader. He already has spoken out on national issues, and the world has been listening to him, but he will reveal his true identity in two months to the whole world. Now that"s one of the things Jesus said in Matthew 24:1-51 was gonna happen. So in the L.A. Times today, you got a full-page ad showing that the Lord is coming soon. Not the guy that"s gonna be appearing in two months.

Now, as Jesus went on in Matthew 24:1-51 , He told of the Great Tribulation that was going to come, such as the world has never seen before or will ever see again. He begins to tell them some of the things that are gonna happen in the Great Tribulation. The moon will be turned to blood, and the sun into darkness before the day of the Lord come. The stars are gonna fall from heaven like a fig tree casts forth her untimely figs. Jesus said, "And immediately after the tribulation of those days, shall they see the Son of man coming with clouds and great glory." That is the glorious second coming of Jesus Christ; it"s gonna come right after the Great Tribulation period. Then Jesus said, "And then shall they gather together His elect from the four corners of the earth."

Now those people who declare that the rapture of the church will take place after the Great Tribulation use this as one of their key proof text. That the Lord gathers together His elect from the four corners of the earth, after He returns in power and great glory.

But here in Zechariah we find that those elect that God will be gathering together from the four winds of the earth are actually the nation Israel, not the church. That is also confirmed by parallel prophesies in Isaiah.

So the Lord is saying, "Come forth!" Now there are thousands of Jews in Russia today wanting to immigrate to Israel. But, of course, at the present time Russia has a very restrictive quota against them, and it"s been holding them back. But God says, "Oh, let them go. And they will flee from the land of the north," as God has spread them to the four winds of the heavens.

Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon ( Zechariah 2:7 ).

That is, deliver yourself out of that commercialism into which you have fallen.

Now in the book of Revelation, God expresses His anger against commercialism as we know it that has been guilty of enslaving the souls of men. Those who have been taking advantage of other people and taking more profit than is necessary from their products. God speaks of the destruction of that commercial Babylonian system in Revelation, chapter 18. Chapter 17 is the destruction of the religious Babylonian system, chapter 18 the destruction of the commercial Babylonian system.

Now in Revelation, when He speaks of the commercial, He said, "Come out of her My people." That is the same thing that He is saying here. Calling His people to come out from that Babylon commercial system.

For thus saith the LORD of hosts; After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you: for he that touches you touches the apple of his eye ( Zechariah 2:8 ).

Now God is saying that concerning the Jewish people. And I don"t know what your particular opinion of the Jews may be, but if you touch them you are touching the apple of God"s eye.

Now, because I have taken a supportive position towards the Jews and towards Israel, because I come from a biblical base, you would be amazed at the mail that I get and how many ministers even write to me, and castigate me for my pro-Israel stance. I get hate mail all the time because of my support for the Jews and the nation of Israel. But I do believe that God said, "He will bless those that bless them, and curse those that curse them." The Lord said, "If you touch them, you are touching the apple of My eye."

Yes, I know that they have turned their backs upon God; yes I know that they have been guilty of corrupting the morals of the world. I know that they"ve controlled Hollywood, and I know that they"ve controlled a lot of things that have brought corruption into the world. And yet, I know that God has chosen them, and you just better not touch them. Now, a lot of people have become extremely angry because of the dealings that they"ve had where they"ve been taken. There are a lot of people who just have a bitterness towards the Jewish people. But don"t touch them, for the Lord said you"re touching the apple of His eye.

For behold, I will shake my hand upon them, and they shall be a spoil to their servants: and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts has sent me. [Turning to Israel he said,] Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the LORD ( Zechariah 2:9-10 ).

A glorious prophecy of the second coming of Jesus Christ, and they"re exhorted to sing and rejoice because the Lord is gonna come and dwell in the midst of them.

And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know the LORD of hosts has sent me unto thee. And the LORD shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem again. Be silent, O all flesh, before the LORD: for he is raised up out of his holy habitation ( Zechariah 2:11-13 ).

So according to the scriptures, Jesus is going to come again and He"s going to dwell upon the earth for a thousand years. He"s going to reign over the earth during this time, and He will set His throne in Jerusalem. Judah, the area of Judah will be His portion. And it says the kings of the earth will come annually and present their gifts unto Him. And He will be the Lord over the earth at that time, and the peoples of the world will worship Him.

Now in that glorious Kingdom Age, we will be here to live and reign with Christ for a thousand years. In fact, in the book of Revelation it says, "Unto Him who loved us and washed us with His blood, and has made us kings and priests unto God" ( Revelation 1:5-6 ). Then in the fifth chapter of Revelation, when we are singing praises unto the Lamb for His worthiness to take the scroll and loose the seal because He was slain and has redeemed us by His blood, and the song goes on to say, "And we shall reign with Him and has made us kings and priests unto our God, and we shall reign with Him upon the earth."

So when you read of the kings of the earth coming and presenting their gifts unto the Lord in the Kingdom Age, that"s you that it"s talking about. Annually we"ll have a great tour to Jerusalem as we gather together from all over the world. I"ll come from Hawaii. Tell the Lord, "Well, things are going pretty well there on Maui, Lord, got things under control. Great worship services, keep the surf up." But the kings of the earth gathering, and how glorious that"s going to be when the Lord reigns over the earth, and righteousness covers the earth, as the waters cover the sea.

You know, if you miss that, you miss the whole reason for living! You miss the whole purpose of life. The purpose of your being here is that you might come to know Jesus Christ now as your Lord and as your King, in order that loving Him, living for Him, and serving Him now, you might continue loving Him, living for Him, and serving Him forever. That"s why you"re here. If you miss knowing the Lord now, you"ve missed the whole purpose of life, and your life is in vain. It"s empty. It"s worthless. So many people have wasted their lives because they"ve lived for the present pleasures, for the present glories, for the present age, and they haven"t taken eternity into view at all. "

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-10
Now the fifth vision, the Lord showed him Joshua. Now Joshua was the high priest who along with Zerrubbel, a priest who was in charge of the rebuilding of the temple. Stood side by side with Zerrubbel.

He showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan was standing at his right hand to resist him ( Zechariah 3:1 ).

Satan is seeking to resist you from whatever work you may desire to do for the Lord, or be called to do for the Lord.

And the Lord said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke you ( Zechariah 3:2 ):

Now, I do feel that in the scriptures we do have a pattern when we are dealing with Satan. That is, of not directly dealing with him. I"ve heard people say, "I rebuke you, Satan." And every time I hear them say that, I shudder. Because I am certain that he is saying, "Paul I know, Jesus I know, who are you?"

It is interesting in the book of Jude we are told that when Michael, who is one of the chief angels of heaven, when he was disputing with Satan over the body of Moses, Satan was probably wanting to desecrate the body of Moses, and Michael was standing there, and they were disputing over the body, they were fighting over the body of Moses, that Michael did not bring any railing accusations against Satan. He didn"t rail on him. But Michael this archangel said, "The Lord rebuke thee." Michael didn"t say, "I rebuke you," but he said, "The Lord rebuke you."

Here when he saw Satan standing at the right hand of Joshua the high priest seeking to resist him, and Joshua was standing before the angel of the Lord, that the Lord said unto Satan, "The Lord rebuke you." So I think that if you"re going to be rebuking Satan, that is the way you should do it. That rather than saying, "I rebuke you, Satan," or even, "I rebuke you in the name of Jesus," I think that you would be better off to just say, "The Lord rebuke you, Satan, in the name of Jesus." I always like to keep the Lord between me and Satan. I feel so much safer when I do. "The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee:"

is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? ( Zechariah 3:2 )

Referring to Satan, he"s like a brand, a coal, a live coal that"s been plucked out of the fire. Now the Bible uses this phrase in the New Testament as far as our winning some of the lost. That we, in winning the lost, are plucking coals right out of the fire, and there are people that are almost in hell. By our bringing the glorious news of Jesus Christ, and their reception of it, they are like brands plucked out of the fire.

Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments ( Zechariah 3:3 ),

Now here"s the high priest clothed with filthy garments as he stood before the angel. Now in the scripture, garments are representative of a person"s righteousness. Filthy garments represent a person"s self-righteousness. Or that righteousness that you have created for yourself by your own good works. Paul speaks about his endeavors under the law in Philippians, chapter 3. In speaking of all of his adherence to the law, he said, "Those things which were gain to me I counted loss for the righteousness of Jesus Christ, for whom I"ve suffered the loss of all things, and can"t count them as refuse that I may know Him, and be found in Him. Not having my own righteousness, which is of the law, but the righteousness which is of Christ, through faith."
So here was Joshua standing there before the Lord in filthy garments. Jeremiah said, "Our righteousness is as filthy rags in the eyes of the Lord." How crass can we be trying to present ourselves to God in our own righteousness? "Well Lord, here I am. Let me tell You what I"ve done for You this week. Sit down Lord, let me brag a bit." And I"m trying to present myself to God in my righteousness, and they"re as filthy rags in His sight. In the book of Revelation, John sees the saints of God clothed in fine linen, pure and clean. The fine linen, the white linen is the righteousness of the saints. But what is the righteousness of the saints? It is that which God has imputed to you because you have believed in His Son Jesus Christ.

Now if I can be clothed in the righteousness of Jesus Christ, then it"s sheer stupidity to try to come before God in my righteousness and in my goodness. That just doesn"t make sense. When God is willing to accept me in the righteousness of Jesus Christ, it"s absolute folly for me to try to present to God my own righteousness.

So he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, [This is the angel of the Lord] Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused your iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe you with a change of raiment ( Zechariah 3:4 ).

Oh, what a glorious day that was when God did that for me. Standing before the Lord said, "Take off his filthy garments." Then He said, "Behold I"m gonna clothe you with new raiment." The righteousness of Christ in which I"m clothed tonight, through my faith in Jesus Christ. Oh, I"ll tell you this was the most glorious experience in my whole Christian walk. It came to me right out of Romans. We"re in that book right now on Thursday nights. So if you want to get rid of your old rags, I invite you to come out to Thursday night studies.

And I said, Let them set a fair mitre [or crown] upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his head, and they clothed him with garments. And the angel of the LORD stood by. And the angel of the LORD protested unto Joshua, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If you will walk in my ways, and if you will keep my charge, then you shall also judge my house, and shall also keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that are standing by ( Zechariah 3:5-7 ).

So walk in My ways, do My charge, do My work, and you can dwell in My courts and judge there.

Now the sixth vision.

Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you, and all of your fellows that sit before you: for they are men wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH ( Zechariah 3:8 ).

Here we have now the prophecy of Jesus Christ. In Jeremiah and in Isaiah, Jesus is referred to as the Branch, the righteous Branch that shall come out of the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ. "I am gonna bring forth My Servant, the Branch."
For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven eyes: behold, I will engrave the engraving thereof, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of the land in one day. And in that day saith the LORD of hosts, shall ye call every man his neighbor under the vine and under the fig tree ( Zechariah 3:9-10 ).

Looking on into the glorious Kingdom Age when Jesus comes again, the Branch, and establishes His kingdom and the iniquity will be purged in a day, and the Lord will reign. Every man neath his vine and fig tree shall live in peace, and be not afraid. "They will beat their swords into plowshears, and their spears into pruning hooks." "

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-14
Now the angel that talked with me came again, and he waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep, and he said unto me, What do you see? And I said, I have looked, and behold there"s a candlestick of gold, and there"s a bowl on the top of it, and there are seven lamps, and the seven pipes are leading to the seven lamps, which are upon the top of it: And there are two olive trees by it, the one upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side. So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my lord? And the angel that talked with me said, Don"t you know what these are? And I said, No, my lord. And he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. Who art thou, O great mountain? for before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof shouting, Grace, grace unto it ( Zechariah 4:1-7 ).

So this next vision is like a Rube Goldberg contraption. One of the jobs of the priests was to daily fill the cups of the menorah, the lampstand, the golden lampstand in the tabernacle with oil. Because God commanded that the light should never go out. The golden lampstand within the tabernacle was a symbol that Israel was to be the light of the world, or that God would through them shine forth His light to the world. Even as Jesus said to the church, "Ye are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid, neither do men light a candle to put under a bushel, but on a candlestick that it might give light to all that are in the house. So let your light so shine before men, that when they see your good works, they"ll glorify your Father which is in heaven" ( Matthew 5:14-16 ). God"s people He has always intended to be a light in this dark world. That is why God said, "Don"t ever let the light go out." So every day the priests had to pour the oil into these cups, and any task that you do everyday can get monotonous. Dishes, diapers, whatever. You do it everyday, it becomes tedious. So man is always using his inventive mind to get out of work. We are always figuring out contraptions by which we can make our work a little easier. Isn"t that true? You"re working on some kind of a job, and you say, "Well, now, if I did this, and fastened this here, you know I could make this..." and always make it a little easier.

So Zechariah being a priest was struck with this brilliant idea, "If there were just plumbing, pipes connected to the olive trees, it would go right into the bowls, then the oil could flow right out through these pipes and keep the bowls full. There would be a constant supply of oil. So when Zechariah saw this contraption with the pipes coming from the olive trees into the bowls, he said, "What in the world is this? Constant supply of oil, never running out of oil?" He said, "Don"t you know what this is?" "No." "This is the word of the Lord by Zerubbabel saying, "It"s not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit saith the Lord.""

Now in allegories, parables, dreams, visions, oil is always symbolic of the Holy Spirit, that is why the Lord said, "It"s by My Spirit saith the Lord." That is, there is a constant source available, power for you through the Spirit.

The work of God, for the filling of the oil and so forth was the work of the Lord assigned to the priest, but the work of God is not to be accomplished by might, or by power, but the work of God can only be accomplished by the Spirit of the Lord. Therefore, it is extremely important before we engage in any work for God, that we seek to discover the leading of the Spirit. The secret to any successful work for Jesus Christ is discover how the Spirit is moving and move with the Spirit. For it is not by might, nor by power.

The word might is the assembling of armies, the organizing of forces, or committees to organize forces. The word power is the word force itself. Now, we see so many people trying to force the work of God, trying to force the gospel on their friends, trying to force the issues. I"ve often said to people who"ve asked me, concerning how can you know the leading of the Lord, and how can you know what God wants to do? I"ve said, "God so often leads us through open doors, and if God opens the door, go through it. But if He closes it, don"t break it down." That"s where we make our mistake. So often we think, "Oh, God wants me to do this." And a door will close, and we say, "All right, I"ll bash that one down, and I"m gonna push it through. I"m gonna make it go." More energy, and effort, and money has been spent in trying to make a dead program go.

I spoke a few years ago in Lubbock, Texas at a Southern Baptist church. Pastor Jones back there, and he said, "You know, I came to the place in my ministry when I was so tired of pushing a program, we decided that we weren"t going to give artificial support to any more programs in the church. If it didn"t run on it"s own initiative, we were gonna let it die a decent death." And he said, "You"d be amazed at how many things died around here! Just not gonna push programs anymore. We"re just gonna let the Spirit operate and govern in the church that which He wants. If it doesn"t run on it"s own initiative, we"re just gonna let it die with dignity." Their Sunday school even died. I said, "Well, what about that?" He said, "Great, we love it." They"d gone to junior churches and all. But it"s, I think, legitimate. I think that the church has made a terrible mistake in trying to push programs, trying to force a program to work. Trying to organize, and mobilize the forces to get the work of God done. "It"s not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts."

When we had built a little chapel a block away, and things were going great. Into triple services, had enlarged the sanctuary putting 500 chairs out on the patio, and the place was just jammed all three services on Sunday morning. We were faced with a dilemma. Winter was coming, "What are we gonna do?" Fellow in the church said, "I would put the syndicate, we bought ten acres over on Fairview, and we"ve just lost it." He said, "We"ve been trying to make deals on it for years, nothing works." He said, "I believe that God wants that for the church. I think that"s why the Lord had me go with the syndicate to just hold the thing four years ago so that the church could have it." He said, "I would be very glad to just accept my losses if the church got that ten acres." He said, "We just couldn"t keep up with the payments anymore." In fact, they took a four-year note from the lady who owned it, and in four years he just didn"t have the money to go on.

They had purchased it four years earlier for $456,000 dollars. I said, "Well, we don"t have that kind of money. There"s no way we can afford ten acres." Then I got to thinking, "Well, let"s see, if we sold off five acres, we could probably get our money back if we could buy it for a decent price. If we could, say, move into what their position was, even to buy it for $456,000, maybe we could sell off half of it, and all we need is five, that"s five acres more than we"d ever need for the church." I had tremendous faith. One of the fellows in the church said, "Oh, that"s just too much money. We just don"t have it. We can"t do it. We just, you know, you can"t borrow. Churches have a difficult time borrowing money."

So a fellow in the church came to me and he said, "I believe that the woman who owns that property would sell it for $300,000 cash." He said, "You see, her taxes have lapsed, and she"s been living off of the money, the interest that these guys have been paying her, and now that she doesn"t have the money coming in. She"s in bad shape, and actually the taxes are due, and she can"t pay them. I think she"d take $300,000 cash just to get out of it, and that will last her well for the rest of her life, because she"s in her late seventies." I thought, "Oh, she"d never take $300,000 cash, she just foreclosed on a $456,000 dollar note, and they bought it four years ago. The price has gone way up since then." He said, "Would you give me permission to offer $300,000 cash in the name of the church?" I said, "Sure, of course, why not. Foolish man!" He called me up on the phone all excited, and he said, "She accepted it!" I said, "Great, what do we do now?" "Where do we get $300,000 cash?" He said, "Well," he said, "I have a note that I think she"ll take. It"s a first trust deed on some apartments, and it"s for $90,000 and I"ll be glad to loan that to the church for one year interest free." The church had $60,000 in the bank, and he said, "I think the savings and loan, because it"s such a good buy, will loan you half of it on a property loan for two years." So we went down to the savings and loan and it was such a good buy they said yes they would loan us $150,000 for two years and 11% interest." So we bought it.

Now, this was obligating us pretty heavy, because this was just bare farmland at that time. We knew that we had to put a parking lot; we had to put street improvements on Sunflower Boulevard, sidewalks over there. We had to put, you know, we had to put the buildings in and everything, and we knew it was gonna run a parcel of money. So I would drive home from church coming up Sunflower Ave. here, and I"d park at the left turn signal, to go on down Fairview. I would look over at this bare ten acres, and I"d start getting heart palpitations. I"d say, "Chuck, what are you doing obligating those people for that property? And the purchase of the property is just the beginning. What are you getting yourself into?" I"d begin to think, "I wonder if we can back out of it. I wonder if there"s something we can do to get out of it. What am I doing? What am I doing?" I just would start getting frantic thinking about the money that was gonna be needed for all of this. And as I was sitting there, my palms began to sweat. I thought, "Oh, please light, turn green. I can"t stand this! I can"t stand looking at that property over there! Wiping me out!"

The Lord would speak to me, and He"d say, "Whose church is it?" I said, "It"s Yours, Lord." He said, "Then what are you worried about? If it"s My church, what does it matter to you if it goes broke? What difference does that make to you if it"s My church?" I said, "Well, I really don"t know, Lord. I guess it doesn"t make any difference. Your church? Fine. You created the problem, take care of it!" By the time I hit the San Diego freeway, I had such glorious victory just praising the Lord for His church!

I was driving up the street, parked at the corner, looking over here, and the first payment was coming due on the uh... we were paying interest only on the $150,000 that we borrowed from the savings and loan, and it was $1,100 a month, which wasn"t bad at all. It was well within our budget; we could handle it. But I said, "Lord, it"s Your church, huh? Do You think that"s a wise way to spend Your money? What are You getting from that? That"s just interest, Lord. That"s just going right into their coffer and You"re not going to see that again. Do You think that"s a wise way to spend Your money, Lord? As long as it"s Your church, why don"t You pay off the $150,000? You ought to be able to do that."
I got home, and my wife said, "Honey, Ed Riddle called. He wants you to call him back." Ed Riddle was the realtor who was in the syndicate that bought the property and lost it, told us about it. So I called Ed. He said, "Chuck, I just got a call from Shell Oil Company." He said, "They looked on the records and they thought our syndicates still owned the property, and they want to buy the corner for $150,000." He said, "Do you suppose the church would be interested in selling off the corner for $150,000?" You notice the Shell station on the corner.

I"ll tell ya, after that I didn"t worry again. His church, and He"s been doing a fantastic job taking care of it. It makes it so easy for me, because I can just kick back and watch the Lord develop His church. Because it"s not by might, not by our organized efforts, it"s not by our forcing issues, driving and forcing it, but it"s just the glorious power of the Holy Spirit. "By My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts."
"And the mountains, they"ll become a plain before Zerubbabel, those mountains will disappear, those mountains will just level right out before him."
You know, it"s glorious the way the Lord can level the mountains before you. It"s interesting that so much of our worry is about things that are yet in the future. "Yes, I"ve got enough for today, but oh, I don"t know what I"m gonna do next week! You know, God"s taken care of me up till now, I"m here. God"s taken care of me up till now, but it"s not right now I"m worried about. I"m worried about next week, next month!" But it"s interesting that so often those things that we spend so much time worrying about, by the time we arrive there, the mountain has already been removed and it"s just a plain; it"s flat land. How God can remove the mountains before us, it"s glorious when the Spirit of God is working in your life.

Now with Zerubbabel, the word of the Lord, it was a word of encouragement. He had been discouraged in the building of the temple. He had given up; they had quit. "Can"t be done." They had organized the men. They had organized the efforts. They had men that were in charge of cleaning up debris, men that were in charge of carrying rocks, and they had organized the whole efforts. They were pushing and forcing the men. They weren"t doing anything. They weren"t getting the job done; they gave up. It was just too much. And the word of the Lord came and said, "Hey, it isn"t by your organized efforts. It isn"t by your force, but it"s by My Spirit saith the Lord."

The women who were on their way to the tomb said, "Who is going to remove the stone?" They were worried as they talked among themselves, "Who"s gonna roll away the stone on the door of the sepulchre?" All worried about it. When they got there, what did they find? The stone was already rolled away. So typical of so many of our worries. "What are we gonna do when we get there?" We find that when we get there, the Lord"s been there already and took care, has taken care of everything for us. The mountains turn into plains before the Lord.

Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall finish it ( Zechariah 4:8-9 );

Zerubbabel had given up; he had quit working, but the Lord said, "Look, he started it, and he"s going to finish it."
and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. For who hath despised the day of small things? ( Zechariah 4:9-10 )

Now this, of course, was one of the discouraging things. As they laid the foundations, the old men started wailing, "Oh, terrible," because they remembered the glorious Solomon"s temple. Now these people are building this little dinky thing. All the young guys that had never seen Solomon"s temple, they were so excited, "Oh, look the foundation!" They were all excited, but the old men were there wailing and weeping. Quite a scene. But those who were wailing and weeping discouraged those that were building. "Oh, such a little thing. It"s nothing." "And who hath despised the days of small things?"

Now there are many times we are wanting to get ahead of the work of God in our lives. God brings us in our spiritual growth along in a very important pace. But there are many times we"re not satisfied with the pace that God has set. We want to get ahead of it. So often we despise the days of small things in our own lives.

A person comes up to me and says, "You know, I really feel like I want to serve the Lord, and I"d like to serve the Lord here at Calvary Chapel." I usually will say to them, "Wonderful, go over and talk to Mike in our Sunday school. We"re in need of Sunday school teachers, and there"s an excellent opportunity for you to serve the Lord." "Oh, well, uh, that"s not what I had in mind. I was thinking if Romaine maybe wanted to quit, or if you wanted to resign, I could pastor Calvary Chapel." They despise the days of small things. They want to do a big work for God. There are a lot of people sitting around not willing to do the little things. Waiting for the big door to open, waiting for Billy Graham to call and say, "I"m ready to step out, and I want you to come and take over, and preach at these great meetings." "All right, I"ve been waiting for that!" Yes, but you"re not prepared for that, you see. God starts us out in the little things. I started out teaching Sunday school classes. Then I was advanced to teaching and leading a youth group. Started out in small things. Too many people despise the small things. But if you"re not faithful in the small things, God"ll never be able to raise you up to the bigger things. Don"t despise the days of small things. Whatever it is that God has called you to do, get in and do it for the glory of God. And if you are faithful in the little things, then God will make you ruler over the bigger things.

So there were those who despised the days of the small things, and that"s true today. That"s always sad, because you"ll always be restricted and limited. You"ll never grow. You"ll never develop until you"re willing to get in and to be satisfied with the least thing that God has called you to do and be faithful to those least things to which the Lord has called you. "For who hath despised the day of small things?"
they shall rejoice, and see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; and these are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro throughout the whole eaRuth ( Zechariah 4:10 ).

These seven eyes are the seven spirits which stand before the throne of God in Revelation, chapter 5.

Then I answered, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof? And I answered again, and said unto him, What are these two olive branches, which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out by themselves? And he answered me and said, Don"t you know what these are? And I said, No, my lord. Then he said, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole eaRuth ( Zechariah 4:11-14 ).

The two anointed ones; these are the two witnesses of the book of Revelation. Read it in chapter 11. These are the two olive trees, the branches that stand before the Lord of the earth there in Revelation. God"s two witnesses in the last days, and we pointed out that Malachi tells us that Elijah will be one of the two witnesses, and it is possible that Zerubbabel himself will be one of the other two witnesses according to the prophecies of Haggai. It would appear that perhaps Zerubbabel will be one of the other two witnesses in the last verse of Haggai, chapter 2, verse Zechariah 4:23 . "In that day saith the Lord of hosts, I will take thee O Zerubbabel, My servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the Lord, and I will make thee as a signet, for I have chosen thee, saith the Lord of hosts." He"s speaking of the last days, and the overthrow of the kingdoms of the world. "

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-11
So then I turned, and I lifted up my eyes, and I beheld a flying roll ( Zechariah 5:1 ).

Now this must have been a weird looking sight, a flying saucer kind of a thing.

And he said unto me, What do you see? And I answered, and said, I see a flying roll; and it"s about thirty feet long, and it"s about fifteen feet wide. Then he said unto me, This is the curse that goes forth over the face of the whole earth: for every one that steals shall be cut off on this side according to it; and every one that swears shall be cut off as on that side according to it. And I will bring it forth, saith the LORD of hosts, and it shall enter into the house of the thief, and into the house of him that sweareth falsely by my name: and it shall remain in the midst of the house, and shall consume it with the timber thereof and the stones thereof ( Zechariah 5:1-4 ).

So there is judgment associated with this scroll, or the flying roll. Now beyond that I don"t know, because the scripture doesn"t tell us anything beyond that.

The last, or the ninth of the tenth visions.

Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and said unto me, Lift up now your eyes, and see what is going forth. And I said, What it is? And he said, This is an ephah ( Zechariah 5:5-6 )

Which is actually a bushel, equivalent to about a bushel and three pints.

that goes forth. And he said moreover, This is their resemblance through the whole earth. And, behold, there was lifted up a talent of lead: and this is the woman that sits in the midst of ephah. And he said, This is wickedness ( Zechariah 5:6-8 ).

Now we are dealing, actually, with ephah and the talents with commercialism, and God"s view of it is, it"s wickedness.

And he cast it into the midst of the ephah; and he cast the weight of the lead upon the mouth thereof. Then I lifted up my eyes, and I looked, and, behold, there came out two women, and the wind was in their wings; for they had wings like the wings of a stork: and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and heaven. Then I said to the angel that talked with me, Where are they carrying the ephah? And he said unto me, To build it a house in the land of [Babylon] Shinar: and it shall be established, and set there upon her own base ( Zechariah 5:8-11 ).

So God"s rebuke against the commercial system that would be headquartered in Babylon, that was headquartered in those days in Babylon, and does speak of the modern day commercial system that will be destroyed in Revelation, chapter 18.

When Zechariah gets out of these visions, and we have just one more, then you"ll find the reading a lot more clear, and your understanding will be a lot clearer once we get out of these visions. I have a little hard time with these visions. They"re sort of weird, some of them, and they do take explaining. And I"m glad that the Lord did explain them or else we would really be lost.

May the Lord bless you and keep you steadfast in the love of Jesus Christ our Lord. May you experience each day more of His love, more of His Spirit working in your life, as you yield yourself to God. May you know that power through the Holy Spirit, and may God thus enable you to do His work. May your life be blessed as you serve the Lord in the opportunities that He gives to you this week. Maybe they seem like very small things, but God help you to be faithful in the little things, and not to despise the days of small things. For if you are faithful in the little things, then God will place more responsibility upon you. But don"t force it, just flow with the Spirit, and have a beautiful week. In Jesus "

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-15
Zechariah, chapter 6.

Now as we pointed out, the Lord gave to Zechariah ten visions. Visions are subject to interpretation. Oftentimes the meaning of them is rather veiled. And unless the Lord gives the interpretation, then speculation is really foolishness. Because every one can have their own idea, and all of them without real credibility when you turn to speculation or the interpretation of the scriptures. You hear people say, "But there are so many interpretations." Yes, that is true. That is tragically true.

I do not believe that God really desires that we try to interpret the Bible. I believe that the meaning that makes sense when you read it is the correct meaning. If God uses symbolic language, if there is a basis in other scriptures for the symbolic language, then you can interpret it by the symbolism, as long as you have a constant base. As we talked to you about expositional constancy. That is, there are certain figures in the Bible that are used consistently through the Bible. For instance, in metals brass is consistently used as a metal that symbolizes the judgment of God. Gold is a metal that symbolizes the heavenly scene. Silver is a metal that is symbolic of redemption. So there is the expositional constancy in the use of these metals in symbolism.

The same is true with certain colors: the blue for heaven, the purple for royalty, the red for the sacrifice, and the white for purity. So there can be an interpreting of the various colors symbolically if it calls for a symbolic interpretation from the constancy there. Birds in the scripture are always used in an evil sense as a part of the work of Satan. You remember in the parable of the sower, and he sowed some seed on the wayside, and the birds came and ate it up. This is the enemy who comes and takes the Word away before it has a chance to take root.

Now, if you will follow the expositional constancy, you"ll be all right in the understanding of parables, of visions, and dreams in the Bible. But when you get out on your own and just start interpreting fancifully, then is where we get into all kinds of trouble. I do not believe in doing that; I do not practice that, because I feel that anybody"s guess is as good as mine, and I don"t like to guess when I"m dealing with the Word of God. I like to deal with the facts, and just stick with the facts. And where there are aspects where I do not fully understand, then I like to just say, "This is something that I don"t fully understand."
I said all of that to say that when we get to this tenth vision, I don"t fully understand it. The Lord does not give a clear enough interpretation that we can know for certain what the Lord is speaking about on these various colored horses that go through the earth.

But I turned, and I lifted up my eyes, and I looked, and, behold, there came four chariots out from between the two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass ( Zechariah 6:1 ).

So we do have the brass, mountains of brass, so we"re speaking of judgments.

In the first chariot were red horses; in the second chariot black horses; in the third chariot white horses; and in the fourth chariot there were grizzled and bay horses ( Zechariah 6:1-3 ).

Now these do not fit with the four horses in the book of Revelation, chapter 6. There you began with a white horse, followed by the black, and then the red, and then the pale. So it isn"t, you can"t tie those two, really, together.

Then I answered ( Zechariah 6:4 )

Jeremiah had the same problem I have--he didn"t understand it.

I answered and said unto the angel that talked with me, What are these, my lord? And the angel answered and said unto me, These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all of the earth. Now the black horses go forth into the north country; the white go forth after them; the grizzled go forth toward the south country. And the bay went forth, and sought to go that they might walk to and fro through the earth: he said, Get you hence, walk to [He ordered the horses, "Get going and walk to,"] and fro through the earth. So they walked to and fro through the earth. Then cried he upon me, and spake unto me saying, Behold, these that go toward the north country have quieted my spirit in the north country ( Zechariah 6:4-8 ).

Now that"s all of the interpretation of this vision that is given. And I do confess, I do not understand the full implication, significance, or meaning of this particular vision. So you can read into it whatever you want, or you can choose to do as I have and just file it in the little cabinet up here, which has marked on the face of it, "Wait for further information." I"ve got a lot of things filed in that cabinet that I"ve just been waiting for further understanding and further information. I do not have a complete knowledge of them as yet.

Now, as we get into the next part, I have a much better understanding. We"re not dealing with visions now; we"re dealing with actualities.

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, [that is, to Zechariah] Take of them of the captivity [those that had come back from captivity], even Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah, which are come from Babylon, and come thou the same day, and go into the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah; Then take silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest; And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD: Even he shall build the temple of the LORD and shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both ( Zechariah 6:9-13 ).

Now the Lord ordered Zechariah to take these men to make a gold and a silver crown, and to take Joshua who was with Zerubbabel standing before the Lord. And to anoint Joshua, the son of the high priest, or to place this crown upon his head, and then to prophesy concerning the coming King, the Branch.

Now, it"s interesting that they would put the crown upon Joshua who was a priest, thus from the tribe of Levi. The kingly tribe in Israel was Judah. God had promised that from David there should be one who would reign upon the throne. In fact, the Branch is the name of the one from David. "And there shall arise from Jesse a branch." It is predicted that the Branch out of Jesse, tribe of Judah, would reign. But here is Joshua, the son of the high priest, being crowned. But then the prophecy given concerning the Branch.

The name Joshua, of course, is significant. It is the name Jesus. It is the Hebrew for the Greek Jesus. In Hebrew it means Jehovah or "yah is salvation." So it is significant, the name itself, that Joshua was crowned as a priest, but crowned to be the king. As a foreboding or of a prophecy of the crowning of Jesus as King, who is from the tribe of Judah, but also to be acknowledged as the priest.

Now in the book of Hebrews, the writer of Hebrews points out that Jesus is our great High Priest who has entered into heaven for us. Now, for we Gentiles, we have no problem with that. Yes, Jesus is my great High Priest, and I have no problem with Jesus being my High Priest, because I"m a Gentile. But if I were a Jew, and someone would say to me, "Well, Jesus is our great High Priest," I would say, "How can Jesus be the great High Priest when He is from the tribe of Judah? The priesthood belongs to Levi. How could one from the tribe of Judah be a priest?" So the writer of the book of Hebrews, recognizing that that would be a problem to the Jews, declared that Jesus was a priest not after the order of Levi, but after a different priestly order, the order of Melchizedek, which was spoken of in the scriptures. He spoke of how when Abraham returning from the spoiling of the five kings who had taken his nephew Lot as a captive, how he was returning with all of the spoils of these kings, having defeated them, and how Melchizedek the king of Salem came out to meet him, and how Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek of all that he had. Melchizedek was called "The priest before the Lord."

Now of Melchizedek we know nothing of his family background. We don"t know where he was from. This was before Israel was ever a nation. This is when Abraham was in a strange land, actually. Who is Melchizedek? Where did he come from? What is his background? The scripture is totally silent. But he was a priest of the Most High God, and he received tithes from Abraham. So that it shows that the order is actually a higher order of priest than was the Levites. Because the Levites came from Abraham, and Abraham received the blessing of Melchizedek, and the lesser is blessed by the greater. So here is Melchizedek, a person of which we have no scriptural background, coming, blessing Abraham, receiving tithes from Abraham, and is acknowledged as a priest of the Most High God. So the author of Hebrews said that Jesus is a priest after the order of Melchizedek, which is actually a superior order of priesthood than that of Levi.

Now here is the crowing of the priest as king. One day Jesus will fulfill both roles as the High Priest, and as King. In fact, He fills those roles today. But here is the prophecy of the day that will come when Jesus will be acknowledged as the King. And so the prophecy is of the Branch, and He will build the temple of the Lord.

Now this is why the Orthodox, the strict Orthodox Jews in Israel today are opposed to the current Israeli state. In the area in Jerusalem known as Measharim, ultra Orthodox, they have gone so far as to write a letter to king Hussein in Jordan asking king Hussein to annex Measharim into Jordan. Because they don"t want any part of the Jewish state. They are of the feeling and opinion that the Jewish state has no right to exist until the Messiah comes and builds their temple. They are using here in Zechariah the method by which the identity of the Messiah will be revealed to them in that He will build the temple of the Lord.

Now this sets up these people to fulfill a prophecy that was made by Jesus Christ, who, when they rejected Him, declared to them, "I came in My Father"s name, you did not receive Me. Another one is going to come in his own name, and him you will receive" ( John 5:43 ). In other words, Jesus predicted their accepting of the antichrist in the beginning of his reign.

Now in Daniel, chapter 9, we are told that the prince of the people that shall come of the Roman Empire, and in this case the revived Roman Empire, or the European Community as it is more commonly called today, he will come and make a covenant with the nation Israel. But in the midst of that seven-year period, he"ll break the covenant and set up the abomination which causes desolation.

The temple is to be rebuilt, I feel, very soon. There is an extremely powerful movement in Jerusalem right now dedicated to rebuilding the temple. Surely the temple will be standing during the time of the Great Tribulation. John is given a measuring stick and told to measure the new temple and its courts. That"s during the tribulation period.

Here in Zechariah, the prophecy of the Branch is that, "He shall build the temple of the Lord. Even He shall build the temple of the Lord, and shall bear the glory and sit and rule upon His throne."
So they are looking today for someone to come and to initiate and to help them in the rebuilding of the temple. You talk to the Orthodox Jews today, and they will tell you that they are anticipating the Messiah to come soon, and they"ll know Him because He"ll help them to build their temple.

Thus, they are ripe for the accepting of the antichrist when he comes with his plan to put the wall between the mosque, the Dome of the Rock Mosque, and the northern area of the temple mount, and grant the Jews the right to rebuild their temple. They will hail him immediately as their Messiah. But after three and a half years, when the temple is built and he returns to the temple, he will then reveal his true identity through his blasphemy. He will stand in the temple of God, proving that he is god, and demanding to be worshiped as god, causing the daily sacrifices and prayers to cease. They will set the image of the beast there in the temple. The image that they give power to speak. Men will be actually commanded and ordered at the force of death, to worship the beast and his image. So because Zechariah speaks of the Branch building the temple, that is why they are looking for their Messiah now, and that"s why they anticipate identifying him as the Messiah as he helps them build the temple.

But Zechariah is looking a little further beyond the temple that will be built, to the Kingdom Age temple described in Ezekiel, that the Lord Himself shall build. "He will bear the glory, and He will sit and rule upon His throne, and He shall be a priest upon His throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both."
And the crowns shall be to Helem, and Tobijah, and to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of Zephaniah, for a memorial in the temple of the LORD ( Zechariah 6:14 ).

In other words, they were to make these crowns. They were to put the crowns upon Joshua, but then they were to set them in the temple as a reminder to the people of the future glory that would come yet to Israel. When their true King comes and reigns. So they were to be set there, and every time the people would go to the temple, they"d see the gold and silver crowns that had been put upon Joshua, or put upon Jesus, if you please, the Greek name. It was the reminder that one day He will sit upon His throne in the temple and reign--the hope for them.

And they that are far off shall come and build the temple of the LORD ( Zechariah 6:15 ),

I hope to be in that crew; I just hope that I don"t be ordered to use a framing claw hammer.

and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. And this shall come to pass, and you will diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God ( Zechariah 6:15 ).

So that glorious day in the future when Jesus comes and reigns, and there is obedience to Him and to His kingdom. "

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-14
Now some men came to Zechariah with a question. While they were in Babylon they had been observing a couple of days of fasting. The day... they commemorated the day that the temple was destroyed by the Babylonian army. So they came to Zechariah with a question.

It came to pass in the fourth year of king Darius, that the word of the LORD came to Zechariah in the fourth day of the ninth month, even in Chisleu; When they had sent unto the house of God Sherezer and Regemmelech, and their men, to pray before the LORD, And to speak unto the priests which were in the house of the LORD of hosts, and to the prophets, saying, Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done these so many years? ( Zechariah 7:1-3 )

So during the seventy years of captivity, there in the fifth month there was this appointed fast commemorating the destruction of the temple.

Then came the word of the LORD of hosts unto me, saying ( Zechariah 7:4 ),

So Zechariah went to the Lord with it, and God answered Zechariah.

Speak unto all the people of the land, and unto the priests, saying, When you fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh month, even for those seventy years, did you really fast unto me, even to me? And when you did eat, and when you did drink, did you not eat for yourselves, and drink for yourselves? Should ye not hear the words which the LORD hath cried by the former prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and in prosperity, and the cities thereof round about her, when the men inhabited the south and the plain? ( Zechariah 7:4-7 )

In other words, the Lord is saying, "Look, I never ordered these fasts to begin with." They were weeping and fasting over the judgment that God had brought upon their fathers because their fathers had disobeyed the word of the Lord. But they had set them up as religious holidays, and they began to develop the ceremonies, and the religious rituals surrounding these holidays. Holidays that God had never ordained; holidays that God had never established. God did not recognize them.

Now to the present day there are among the Orthodoxy of the Jews the celebration still of these two days in the fifth month and the seventh month. But God still doesn"t look upon them. God said, "Look, wouldn"t it have been better to have just listened to what the prophets of God had said to your fathers rather than fasting and then going ahead and eating? It had been better that you just listened to what God had said."
Now in the fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah, before this took place, Isaiah spoke to the people concerning their fasting, beginning with verse Zechariah 7:3 . Oh, might as well begin with verse Zechariah 7:1 . "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet." He"s ordering Isaiah to do this. "And show my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins. Yet they seek me daily, they delight to know My ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and they forsook not the ordinance of their God. They ask of Me ordinances of justice; they take delight in approaching God. "Why have you fasted," they say, "and You have not seen us? Oh God we"ve fasted and You haven"t paid any attention to us. We"ve afflicted our souls and You didn"t take knowledge of it."" You know the fasting and the... oh, there"s a word, I can"t think of it, the afflicting, starts with a "c," but it"ll come to me. "But God You haven"t really taken knowledge of it." "Behold," and God answered them. "Why didn"t You, Lord, pay attention to us? We were fasting and afflicting ourselves, why didn"t You pay attention?"

The Lord said unto them, "Behold, in the day of your fast you find pleasure, and you exact of all your laborers." You make everybody else work. "Behold you"re fasting for strife and debate, and to smite with a fist of wickedness. You shall not fast as you do this day, to make your voice to be heard on high." You"re not really fasting as unto the Lord, you"re taking pleasure in these fast days; it"s not a true affliction. "Is it such a fast that I have chosen? Did I choose this kind of a fast?" The Lord said, "A day for a man to afflict his soul? Is it to bow down his head as a bulrush and spread sackcloth and ashes under him?" These were the way they were afflicting their souls, you know, lying on burlap or camel skin, which is very rough and coarse, and putting ashes on themselves. God said, "Did I ask you to do this? Do you call this a fast that is an acceptable day to the Lord? Is this not the fast that I have chosen? Isn"t this the way I would rather have you fast, to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke. That"s," God said, "the kind of fast I want you to do. Just set at liberty those that are bound, your slaves and all, turn them free. Isn"t the fast that I have chosen to deal your bread to the hungry and that you bring the poor that are cast out into thy house? If you want to really fast to the Lord, prepare a great meal, and call the poor in and feed the poor." God says, "I"d like that kind of a fast, I"ll accept that kind of a fast. When you see the naked, that you cover him; and that you hide not yourself from thine own flesh. Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thy health shall spring forth speedily, and thy righteousness shall go before thee; and the glory of the Lord shall be thy reward. Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer. Thou shalt cry, and He shall say, "Here I am." And if thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, and the putting forth of the finger, and the speaking of vanity" ( Isaiah 58:1-9 ).

So people can get into religious rituals, fastings even, that God didn"t order.

Now they said, "Shall we continue?" God said, "I didn"t ask you to do it in the first place. You know, they weren"t true fasts unto Me. It would be better if you would take a day where you"d just really sit down and hearken unto what happened, and realize that what happened happened because of their disobedience. Here you"re grieving over the loss of the temple; you should be grieving over the unrepentant heart of your fathers that caused the loss of the temple. You should be grieving over the fact that they wouldn"t listen to God. So you"ve set up your own holidays, but I didn"t order these holidays."

Wait a minute! Lord shall we still observe December twenty-fifth? You say, "All right, stay off of that. You"re stepping on my toes." When did God ever order man to observe the birthday of Jesus Christ? Shall we still observe the tenth month, and the fourth month Lord, or the twelfth month, and the fourth month? You see, these are holidays that men have established. We have our Lent season. God never ordered a Lent season. God never ordered an Ash Wednesday, a Good Friday, or a meatless Friday. These are the impositions of man. You might think about that. Because when God was questioned concerning these holidays that they had set up, God did not really recognize them, He said, "I didn"t ask you to do that. Better that you just really hear the words which the Lord has cried by the prophets when Jerusalem was inhabited and prosperous, and the cities around about her were inhabited."

And the word of the LORD came to Zechariah, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Execute true judgment, and show mercy, compassions to every man his brother ( Zechariah 7:8-9 ):

That"s what God really desires. You say, "I want to fast," but God says, "Hey, I would rather you just be fair, you be honest, you be merciful and you be compassionate to each other."

Don"t oppress the widow, nor the fatherless, nor the stranger, or the poor; and let none of you imagine evil against his neighbor in his heart ( Zechariah 7:10 ).

These are the things that God will take notice of. These are the things that God will delight in. These are the things that God is asking you to do--not to fast, but to do these things.

But [the Lord said,] they refused to hearken, they pulled away the shoulder, they stopped their ears, that they should not hear ( Zechariah 7:11 ).

These were the things that the prophets were telling their fathers, and they wouldn"t listen to them.

Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his Spirit by the former prophets: therefore there came great wrath from the LORD of hosts. Therefore it is come to pass, that as he cried, and they would not hear; so they cried, and I would not hear, saith the LORD of hosts ( Zechariah 7:12-13 ).

Isn"t that an awesome thing? God said, "Look, I cried unto you and you wouldn"t listen. I was asking you to be fair, to be honest, to be compassionate, to be merciful, to take care of the widow, and the stranger and the poor, to clothe the naked, to feed the hungry. I cried unto you, but you wouldn"t answer Me. Therefore, when you cried unto Me, I didn"t answer you."
"To obey is better than to sacrifice." It is important that we be obedient to the Word of the Lord. That we, each one, tonight make the application to ourselves. That we give ear, give heed to the Word of God, so that when we are in need, and we are in trouble, when we cry unto God, that He will listen to us.

So they were scattered with a whirlwind among the nations whom they knew not. Thus the land was desolate after them, that no man passed through nor returned: for they laid [that is, the Babylonian army, laid] the pleasant land desolate ( Zechariah 7:14 ). "

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-23
Now again the word of the LORD came unto Zechariah saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great jealousy, I was jealous for her with great fury. Thus saith the LORD I am returned unto Zion, I will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called A city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts, The holy mountain ( Zechariah 8:1-3 ).

So this is a promise of the future age when God will return, when Jesus comes and establishes His kingdom upon the earth, and will reign from Mount Zion over the earth.

Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall yet be old men and old women dwelling in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for very age. And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof ( Zechariah 8:4-5 ).

What a picturesque scene of the future kingdom, when boys and girls are playing together in the streets in complete safety. Very picturesque.

Thus saith the LORD of hosts ( Zechariah 8:6 );

Let me say that God sees the Kingdom Age in perfection, and the perfection is when boys and girls can play together safely in the streets. There are some people that are so spiritual that they think that children ought not to play together. The Kingdom Age, it shall be so. "Thus saith the Lord of hosts,"
If it is marvelous in the eyes of the remnant of the people in these days, ["Hey you think this is great?"] should it also be marvelous in mine eyes? saith the LORD of hosts. [It"s actually, "in My day."] Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will save my people from the east country, and from the west country; [They"ll come from the Orient, and from America.] And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness. [That is not so yet, the day will come.] Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Let your hands be strong ye that hear in these days these words by the mouth of the prophets, which were in the day that the foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, that the temple might be built ( Zechariah 8:6-9 ).

So he"s referring to actually the prophesies of Haggai who was encouraging the people when they laid the foundation to go ahead and to build the temple and all.

For before these days there was no hire for man, nor any hire for beast; neither was there any peace to them that went out or came in because of the affliction: for I set all men every one against his neighbor. But now I will be unto the residue of this people as a former days, saith the Lord of hosts. For the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, the ground shall give her increase, the heavens will give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these ( Zechariah 8:10-12 ).

Now you remember Haggai began his prophecy by saying, "Hey, you"re planting a lot of seed, and you"re taking in a little. Your money is being put into bags with holes. You don"t have enough to go around. Why has it happened? Now consider the problems that you"re facing. Is it not because you are dwelling in ceiled houses, and you"ve allowed the house of the Lord to go desolate?" Then you remember the people all decided to rebuild the temple. Haggai says, "Mark this day on your calendars, from now on it"s going to be different. Your barns are gonna be full. You"re gonna be blessed of the Lord, because you"ve now taken on again the task of building the house of the Lord." So now they are completed the task, and Zechariah is pointing out, "Now you are being blessed once again. The seed is prospering, whereas before the seed was not prospering." They were planting more than they were harvesting. "The heavens will give their dew."

And it shall come to pass, that as you were a curse among the heathen, O house of Judah, and house of Israel; so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing ( Zechariah 8:13 ):

Now this is going into the future now, the future Kingdom Age when Jesus reigns. Israel will once again be the light, and the blessing to the world.

You remember Paul said in Romans, the eleventh chapter, as he was giving the allegory of the Gentiles being as a wild olive branch that were grafted into the tree, that they might receive of the fullness, the fatness from the tree? That we Gentiles, through Christ, have been made partakers of the promises that God gave to Israel. God cut off the natural branch, Israel. He grafted in this branch, contrary to nature, the Gentiles, that they might receive of the fullness and the fat of the roots of the promises, of the covenants. But he said, "Don"t boast yourself against the branch, for if God cut off the natural branch that you might be grafted in, God is also able to graft again back into the tree, the natural branch, and He will do it." Then he points out, "If the cutting off of the branch brought this glorious salvation to all of the Gentiles, if the cutting off the branch brought such glory, what do you think will be when He grafts the natural branch in again, but just the glorious kingdom of God over the earth." For all of Israel shall be saved, and of course, here is this promise in Zechariah that the Lord will be the Savior to them. "Thus saith the Lord of hosts, "Behold, I will save My people, and I will bring them, and they will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem, and they shall be My people, and I will be their God in truth and in righteousness." Then again, verse Zechariah 8:13 , "And it shall come to pass, that as you were a curse among the heathen, O house of Judah, I will save you, and ye shall be a blessing." So the twice promised salvation.

fear not, let your hands be strong. For thus saith the LORD of hosts; As I thought to punish you, when your fathers provoked me to wrath, saith the LORD of hosts, and I did not change: So again I have thought in these days to do well unto Jerusalem and to the house of Judah: fear ye not. These are the things that ye shall do; Speak to every man the truth to his neighbor; execute judgment in truth ( Zechariah 8:13-16 )

I want fairness. I want honesty. Speak to every man the truth to his neighbor, execute the judgment of truth,

and peace in your gates: And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbor; and love no false oath: for all of these things [God said] I hate ( Zechariah 8:16-17 ).

We better take a careful study of that little list of things, because those are the things that God hates, has hated, continues to hate, and will always hate. I don"t want to be doing things that God hates. So study that list carefully, make sure that you are doing the things that God tells us to do. Our honesty, our truth, our peace, not imagining evil against our neighbors. God said, "I hate these things."
Now the word of the LORD [he said] came to me, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The fast of the fourth month, and the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of Judah joy and gladness, and cheerful feasts; therefore love the truth and peace ( Zechariah 8:18-19 ).

So if these days you"ve been fasting by that order, turn them around; make them days of feasting. Make them cheerful days. No longer affliction, but cheerful days.

Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabitants of many cities: And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: I will go also. Yes, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD ( Zechariah 8:20-22 ).

Won"t that be exciting when Jesus is actually dwelling in Jerusalem, and we say, "Come on let"s go to Jerusalem and see the Lord!" Ooh wee that"s gonna be marvelous! That"s gonna be so glorious, when we"ll be able to go to Jerusalem, and just sit at the feet of Jesus, and just to learn from Him. The glorious Kingdom Age. "Many people, strong nations shall come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the Lord."

Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all of the languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, [Hey] we will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you ( Zechariah 8:23 ). "

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-17
Now the burden of the word of the LORD in the land of Hadrach, and Damascus shall be the rest thereof: when the eyes of man, and all of the tribes of Israel shall be toward the LORD. And Hamath also shall border thereby; Tyrus, and Zidon, though it be very wise. Now Tyrus did build herself a stronghold, and heaped up silver as the dust, and fine gold as the mud in the streets ( Zechariah 9:1-3 ).

When the city of Tyrus was under siege by Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian army besieged Tyrus for thirteen years. But because they had a great port, and because the Phoenicians were ruling the seas, though Nebuchadnezzar had cut off their supplies from land, they were able to supply the city with their naval power. There is a marvelous spring right there in the city of Tyrus. So that they were able to survive a thirteen-year siege by Nebuchadnezzar. But when it looked like this pest was not going to go away, the people thought, "Well, why do we just coop ourselves up here, why not move to the island that is offshore?" So the city of Tyre was rebuilt during the thirteen years of siege, and was made an island fortress about a mile out in the Mediterranean. So that by the time the Babylonian army broke down the walls and entered into the city of Tyre, they had moved all of the wealth, and all of the riches, and all of their goods out to the island. So he received no spoil from the destruction of Tyre at all. It was sort of an empty city by the time he came in.

Now, because of their naval power, the Phoenicians became an extremely wealthy people. As Zechariah describes it here, "They heaped up silver as the dust, and fine gold like mud in the streets." Alexander the Great then came through the area. He demanded that the city of Tyre capitulate. They refused to do it, and so Alexander began a seven-month battle against the city of Tyre, in which, after seven months he finally took it. When he took the city of Tyre, down to the south, the area of the Philistines, they were so frightened, actually, by Alexander"s taking of Tyre, they thought, "If that powerful city fell to this man, surely we cannot stand." Most of them just sort of surrendered to Alexander the Great, and he conquered all of the cities of the southern coastal plains of Israel.

Now Alexander the Great came to Jerusalem on several occasions, but he never did attack the city. In fact, he gave animals to the priests and said, "Offer them to your God for me." Alexander the Great had a strange occultish, religious experience, but he did reverence other religions. He did reverence the Jewish faith and religion and did not attack Jerusalem at all. It would seem that this particular prophecy in the first part here of chapter 9 is a reference to the coming of Alexander the Great and conquering this territory. The territory of Syria, and then of Lebanon, and then on south into the coastal plains of Israel. So, "Tyrus did build herself a stronghold, heaped up the silver as dust, fine gold as the mud in the streets."

Behold, the Lord will cast her out, and he will smite her power in the sea; [Interesting, of course at this time they"d already built the island fortress.] and she shall be devoured with fire ( Zechariah 9:4 ).

Of course, Alexander the Great burned the city of Tyre to the ground after he conquered it, because of the fact that they dared to defy him.

Now the southern coastal cities:

Ashkelon shall see it, and fear; Gaza also shall see it, and be very sorrowful, and Ekron; for her expectation shall be ashamed; and the king shall perish from Gaza, and Ashkelon shall not be inhabited. And a bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off the pride of the Philistines ( Zechariah 9:5-6 ).

So the Philistines were destroyed and cut off by Alexander the Great.

And I will take away his blood out of his mouth, and his abominations from between his teeth: but he that remaineth, even he, shall be for our God, and he shall be as a governor in Judah, and Ekron as a Jebusite. And I will encamp about mine house because of the army ( Zechariah 9:7-8 ),

So God is saying, "I will more or less be the defense."
because of him that passes by ( Zechariah 9:8 ),

That"s all Alexander the Great did, he passed by. He did not take Jerusalem.

and because of him that returneth [back and forth]: and no oppressor shall pass through them any more: for now have I seen with mine eyes ( Zechariah 9:8 ).

Now the latter part of the prophecy goes out to the Kingdom Age.

Now in verse Zechariah 9:9 we have a remarkable prophecy concerning Jesus Christ that is quoted by Matthew. But it is interesting to notice how the Holy Spirit quotes this prophecy in Matthew. The significance is that which was left out.

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, upon a colt the foal of an ass ( Zechariah 9:9 ).

So here is the prophecy of the coming King. He is lowly; He is riding on an ass, upon the colt, the foal of an ass. This was fulfilled, of course, in what we call the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem when He came down the Mount of Olives, riding on this colt upon which no man had ever ridden before. The disciples took their coats and placed them in their path, and they waved palm branches, crying, "Hosanna, hosanna, blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord." Psalms 118:1-29 , the Messianic Psalm.

Now, Matthew says, "This was done in order that the scripture might be fulfilled saying, "Rejoice greatly O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee."" But Matthew did not quote this next part. "He is just, and having salvation," but he jumped that phrase, and quoted, "He is lowly, riding upon an ass, upon the colt the foal of an ass." Why didn"t Matthew quote, "He is just, and having salvation"? Because in the first coming, Jesus did not establish the kingdom.

When Jesus comes again, He is coming, first of all, in righteousness to judge the earth. "He is just." The coming to judge is yet future. So that is why it is not quoted by Matthew in the first coming of Jesus. That awaits the second coming when Jesus establishes His throne and gathers together the nations of the earth for judgment. It is then when the promise of salvation will be to the Jews and to the world. So, "He is just and having salvation," that day is not yet come. Matthew significantly does not quote that part of this prophecy. But Jesus did come even as Zechariah described, riding upon the colt.

The Lord declares:

I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, the horse from Jerusalem, the battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the eaRuth ( Zechariah 9:10 ).

There are many promises in the Old Testament concerning the reign, the coming reign of Jesus Christ. "For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given. The government shall be upon His shoulders, and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. And of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David to order it, and to establish it in righteousness and in judgment henceforth, even for ever. For the zeal of the Lord of hosts shall perform this" ( Isaiah 9:6-7 ). This is that time when the Rock not cut with hands smites the great image of man"s government and brings an end to man"s futile efforts to govern man. And the Rock grows into a mountain that covers the earth, the glorious coming kingdom of Jesus Christ that will cover the earth. And then shall be fulfilled Psalms 2:1-12 , "Ask of Me, and I will give to Thee the heathen for Thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession." His kingdom shall be from sea to sea, from the river to the ends of the world. Oh, I can hardly wait as I look at the poor governments of the world today struggling. Getting more expensive all the time, and failing to bring real peace, real justice, real hope for man. Oh, Jesus, come quickly. Establish Your righteous kingdom.

As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water. Turn to the stronghold, ye prisoners of hope ( Zechariah 9:11-12 ):

Interesting that He speaks of the blood of His covenant. Of course, that"s what Jesus established through His death, the blood of thy covenant. These prisoners who were in the pit, in the abusso, were freed, or they were actually in Gehenna.

Turn you to the stronghold, ye prisoners of hope: even to day do I declare that I will render double unto thee; When I have bent Judah for me, filled the bow with Ephraim, raised up the bows O Zion, against thy sons, O Greece, and made thee as the sword of a mighty man. And the LORD shall be seen over them, and his arrow shall go forth as the lightning: and the Lord God shall blow the trumpet, and shall go with the whirlwinds of the south. And the LORD of hosts shall defend them; and they shall devour, and subdue with the sling stones, and they shall drink, and make a noise as through wine; and they shall be filled like bowls, and as the corners of the altar. And the LORD their God shall save them in that day as the flock of his people: for they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as the ensign upon his land. For how great is his goodness, and how great is his beauty! corn shall make the young men cheerful, new wine the maids ( Zechariah 9:12-17 ).

God"s glorious Kingdom Age, and as we see the Lord reigning it will be declared, "How great is His goodness, and how great is His beauty!" "

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-12
Now in this Kingdom Age, the promises of the Lord:

Ask ye the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain; so the LORD shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field. For the idols have spoken vanity, the diviners have seen a lie, and they have told false dreams; they have comforted in vain: therefore they went their way as a flock, they were troubled because there was no shepherd. My anger was kindled against the shepherds, and I punished the goats: for the LORD of hosts has visited his flock the house of Judah, and hath made them as his goodly horse in the battle. And out of him came forth the corner, out of him the nail, out of him the battle bow, and out of him every oppressor together. And they shall be as a mighty man which treads down their enemies in the mire of the streets in the battle: and they shall fight, because the LORD is with them, and the riders on horses shall be confounded. And I will strengthen the house of Judah, and will save the house of Joseph, and will bring them again to the place; for I have mercy upon them: and they shall be as though I had not cast them off: for I am the LORD their God, and will hear them ( Zechariah 10:1-6 ).

The glorious restoration when God returns again the land to the people completely. What we see today is not really the fulfillment here of this portion of Zechariah.

And they of Ephraim shall be like a mighty man, and their heart shall rejoice as through wine: yea, their children shall see it, and be glad; their heart shall rejoice in the LORD. I will hiss for them, and gather them; for I have redeemed them: and they shall increase as they have increased ( Zechariah 10:7-8 ).

So the promises of God, the pouring forth of this latter rain upon the people. The rebuke of the false prophets, the diviners, those who have told their false dreams to comfort the people in vain. The problem that the people had because of the lack of leadership, and God stepping forth to their defense. Ephraim, their heart shall rejoice in the Lord.

The Bible makes a very clear distinction between the mind of man and the heart of man. The mind of man deals more in the shallow areas of a person"s life. Moods, emotions, where the heart deals more with that temperament of an individual. God wants your heart tonight. God wants, not a change of mind, but a change of heart. You know you can change your mind quite often, and people do; your heart is changed very rarely. Your heart is really only changed when you are born again. That brings a change of heart, a change of temperament, a change of whole. Your whole life is changed when your heart is given to God. That"s what God is calling for, a change of heart.

So rejoicing in your heart is rejoicing in the deepest level of your life, and it is not a variable as is the happiness as is the world is pursuing today. You know tonight, while we are gathered here studying the word of God, around the city there are people gathered seeking happiness. It"s amazing the various things that they are doing as they are looking for happiness. There are little kids glued to the asteroid machine, shooting down all of these alien invaders. They"re looking for happiness, excitement, thrills, but how long does it last? Pretty soon Gorf will say, "You are stupid. I have defeated you again, space cadet." And the quarter"s gone. Happiness is such a variable, but the rejoicing, the joy of the Lord is a constant thing deep within. So as a Christian you can have mixed emotions, sorrow in the area of your mind, but still joy in your heart.

The Lord has seen fit to take one of our beautiful saints from Calvary, Sue McCurty, one who gave herself so freely, so fully to the Lord and to the things of the Lord. One who loved nature, and you find a person who has a deep love for nature, you find a person with a deep love for God, for God"s creation. We"ve loved Sue McCurty and her husband Ken. They"ve been such a tremendous blessing to us. Sue was always an athletic type, always trying to get me to exercise more, and to get into shape. She felt that God had called her to help me to become healthier, and gave me books, and I read them. They were very interesting.

Now Sue has gone to be with the Lord, and we"re gonna miss her. My heart is heavy... well, my mind is heavy to be truthful. My heart rejoices; I know Sue"s with the Lord. I know there"s no more pain. Now, God saw it fit to take her by cancer, and why, I don"t know. But that"s something that"s a part of God"s planning. And I have, I know that the present suffering which is for a moment is not worthy to be compared with the glory that she"s already experienced there in the presence of God. So we sorrow because we"ve lost a dear friend, but in the same token I rejoice in the Lord that God has prepared a place for His children, that God has prepared a kingdom, and that we are all children of the King. One day we will gather with Sue in a new body that will be in perfect shape. Sue"s ministry to me is over. When I see her again, I"m gonna be in great shape in that new body! I rejoice in the glorious hope through Jesus Christ, though yet, I grieve and I sorrow because I"m going to miss Sue so very much. I needed her to exhort me on my weight problem.

"Their heart shall rejoice in the Lord."
My heart continually rejoices in the Lord. Because the character of God is constant. He said, "Behold, I"m the Lord God, I change not." He"s constant. His love for you is constant. It"s not a variable. God"s love for you does not alter from one day to another. God"s love for you does not alter with your moods. Aren"t you thankful? "Oh, what a nasty mood you"re in today. I can"t stand you." No, God never says that to you. He says, "Oh, what a nasty mood you"re in today. I love you so much." You see, God"s love isn"t a variable. It doesn"t change. It"s constant. Thus, if I rejoice in the Lord, my rejoicing is constant. I don"t rejoice in circumstances; they are the variables. Sometimes I do, then other times I don"t. All depends on the circumstances. But the rejoicing in the Lord is always constant, because the Lord is constant in His relationship to me, in His love for me, in His goodness to me, in the hope that He has given.

The Lord said, "I will hiss for them." Now hissing is something that we don"t do in the English culture, and I"m glad. It"s a shrill kind of a sound of disdain, and anger and hatred. In that oriental culture, they are quite emotional and demonstrative. They get real upset and they start to hiss. As they hiss, they let sort of the spittle too, you know. So they get right up in your face, they go, "hiss," you know. It"s something you do to show great disdain against an enemy. God said, "I will hiss for them." That"s interesting. God"ll take your side; God will stand up for you. "And I will gather them for I have redeemed them: and they shall increase as they have increased." God, "My people, I"ll stand up for them. I"ll hiss for them. I"ll take their side."

And I will sow them among the people: and they shall remember me in the far countries; and they shall live with their children, and turn again. And I will bring them again also out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; and I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon; and place shall not be found for them. And he shall pass through the sea with affliction, and shall smite the waves in the sea, and all of the deeps of the rivers shall dry up: and the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the sceptre of Egypt shall depart away ( Zechariah 10:9-11 ).

This is all a part of that Kingdom Age. The people of God had been brought through the sea of affliction, no doubt. The Lord said:

I will strengthen them in the LORD and they will walk up and down in his name, saith the LORD ( Zechariah 10:12 ).

So God"s glorious restoration of the nation Israel, His relationship to these people, as God becomes their strength, and as they walk up and down in His name, saith the Lord.

Now as we come into these last four chapters of Zechariah next week, we get into some of the most interesting passages in the Old Testament of prophecies concerning the antichrist, concerning the coming of Jesus Christ, first and second, and concerning the Kingdom Age. We also will be dealing with prophecies that relate to Israel right now. Prophecies that we have seen fulfilled in our lifetime. You"ll find them extremely interesting. Some of the most interesting prophecies of the Old Testament are found in these next four chapters of Zechariah. So that"s for a week from next Sunday night. Next week, Dr. Wilder Smith. So tune in same time, two weeks from tonight and hear the conclusion of Zechariah.

Shall we stand.

May the Lord be with you and watch over and keep you in the love of Jesus Christ through the week. May you be strengthened by His Spirit in your inner man. May you comprehend more and more what is the length and the depth, and the height and the breadth of God"s great love for you. May you just bask in that love this week. May you be filled with that love. May you overflow with that love as you reach out to those around you who are less fortunate, to help, to strengthen, to supply. God be with you, and may He use you as His instrument to show His love to this needy world. In Jesus" name. "

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-17
Tonight we have a fascinating area of scripture to cover. Pray the Lord will give me the gift of brevity. For we are surely getting into some exciting areas of biblical prophecy, as the Lord begins to speak of the events that will be transpiring in these last days. Some of them we see already in the beginning of their fulfillment. Others that will be fulfilled very shortly.

But before we get into the events of these last days, chapter 11 deals with the first coming of Jesus Christ, and His rejection, and His being sold for thirty pieces of silver. As Jesus said, "I came in My Father"s name and you did not receive Me, but another one is coming in his own name, and him you will receive" ( John 5:43 ). So here in the eleventh chapter it speaks about the true Shepherd that was rejected and the false shepherd that will be followed and accepted by the people.

So chapter 11, first of all, the prediction of the destruction and devastation that would come to the Jews by the Roman government as their authority and government would be taken away from them. The Romans were to invade from the north. The invasion of the Roman troops began in the northern part of Israel, through Lebanon, moving south, until they finally encircled Jerusalem, and destroyed Jerusalem and the temple, and slaughtered over one million Jews. So the prophet begins with this invasion coming from the area of the north.

Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire may devour thy cedars. Howl, fir tree; for the cedar is fallen; because the mighty are spoiled: howl, O ye oaks of Bashan; for the forest of the vintage is come down. There is a voice of the howling of the shepherds; for their glory is spoiled ( Zechariah 11:1-3 ):

Now these are the shepherds that were ruling in Jerusalem, that is, the rulers of the Jewish people.

a voice of the roaring of the young lions; for the pride of Jordan is spoiled. Thus saith the LORD my God; Feed the flock of the slaughter; Whose possessors slay them, and hold themselves not guilty ( Zechariah 11:3-5 ):

The rulers were oppressing the people, and yet, did not have any feelings of guilt at all. They were derelict in their fulfilling the obligation of a ruler over the people. They were taking advantage of their position, and they were oppressing the people in a spiritual sense, and enriching themselves through it.

At the time of the coming of Jesus Christ, the priesthood had been corrupted. Of course, the priests were a part of the rulership. There were the scribes, and the priests, and the rulers, but basically the Jewish people, though under Roman domination, were ruled by the high priests and by the supposed spiritual leaders. It was quite a corrupt system.

Jesus came out against it, and of course, that is what created the animosity against Jesus and the determination to kill Him. He came into the temple, you remember, and He made a whip out of some ropes, and He began to overturn the tables of the moneychangers. He began to drive them out. He said that, "My Father"s house is to be called a house of prayer, but you"ve made it a den of thieves" ( Matthew 21:13 ).

Now what was going on, basically, is that they had quite a little market system going within the temple itself. Very profitable indeed, because they had a monopoly. The priest would not receive any coinage for the temple treasury except the temple shekel, the silver temple shekel. So that the coinage of the day was the Roman coinage. But you try and put a Roman coin in the offering plate, and you were in big trouble. They just wouldn"t accept it. They only would deal with the temple shekel. So if a person wanted to give to God, it was necessary that he change his Roman coinage for the temple shekel. That"s where they had the profitable little business. That"s what the moneychangers were all about. These men would sit there in the gate of the temple and they would exchange your Roman coinage for the temple shekel, but at a sizable profit to them. They were actually profiteering off of the desire of the people to give to God. No wonder such a thing upset Jesus and was an abomination unto Him. People taking advantage of that desire that people have to worship God and to walk with God. Men supposedly spiritual leaders and yet using their position for their own personal gain and profit.

The same was true with the doves and the lambs that they were selling. Now you could buy a couple of doves out in the street for just a farthing or so. But if you would bring one of those doves in to the priest, he would search it carefully until he could find a blemish, and he"d say, "Can"t take this. Won"t offer this to God. Look, it"s got a blemish here." So you were forced to buy these expensive doves that these fellows were selling in the gates. Whereas out on the streets you could buy them for fifteen, twenty cents, these guys were selling them for five bucks. They had their little mark on it, the priests see it, "Yes, that one"s been approved. It"s kosher. We"ll take that one and offer it." Again, the idea was profiteering off of religion, or off of the religious desires of the people.

Such a thing has always, and continues to be an abomination in the eyes of the Lord. God help any man who seeks to profiteer off of people"s desire to know God and have fellowship with God, and would actually stand in the way and be a middleman to make a profit or to reap a profit off of the desire of people to know God. It angered Jesus then. It angers Jesus now. He is not any more tolerant toward those who today are profiteering off of the innate religious desires within people than He was in that day.

So the Lord in prophecy here speaks out against these shepherds who actually were destroying the people, but didn"t feel any guilt over it all.

and they were saying of themselves, Oh bless the Lord; I"m so rich [God has prospered me]: and their own shepherds did not really have pity on the people. [So God declares,] I"m not gonna any longer pity the inhabitants of the land: but, I will deliver the men every one into his neighbor"s hand, and into the hand of his king: and they shall smite the land, and out of their hand I will not deliver them ( Zechariah 11:5-6 ).

In other words, the Lord here predicts that the Roman troops are gonna come, and the power of government is gonna be taken away from Israel. That Israel will be dispersed from the land, and God will not spare them. God will not have mercy upon them in that day, but will allow the Roman troops to be an instrument of God"s judgment against these people who have been oppressed by their shepherds, those that should be their leaders.

And the Lord said,

And I will feed the flock of slaughter, even you, O poor of the flock. And I took unto me two staves; the one I called Beauty [or Graciousness], and the other I called Bands [or Union]; and I fed the flock ( Zechariah 11:7 ).

So, the real flock of God, the Lord said, "I"m gonna drive out these idle shepherds. I"m gonna drive out these false shepherds, and I Myself will feed the flock. I"ll take care of them." So He took these two staves, the one He called Beauty, the other He called Bands.

Now He said,

Three shepherds also I will cut off in one month ( Zechariah 11:8 );

The three shepherds, of course, being the prophets, the priests, and the rulers. "And I"m gonna cut them off in one month."
and my soul loathed them, and their soul also abhorred me ( Zechariah 11:8 ).

There was a mutual, not a mutual appreciation, but a mutual depreciation of each other. The Lord said, "They don"t like Me, and I don"t like them. So, they have loathed. My soul has loathed them, because they have abhorred Me."
Then I said, I will not feed you: that dieth, let it die; and that that is to be cut off, let it be cut off; and let the rest eat every one the flesh of another. And I took my staff, even Beauty, and cut it asunder, that I might break my covenant which I had made with all the people. And it was broken in that day: and so the poor of the flock that waited upon me knew that it was the word of the LORD ( Zechariah 11:9-11 ).

Now Beauty, of course, is Jesus Christ, cut in sunder. With the crucifixion and death of Jesus Christ, God"s covenant with the nation Israel was broken. Their place of standing in divine favor was cut off. Paul said, "Inasmuch as you"ve judged yourself unworthy of eternal life, I"m going to the Gentiles." God allowed blindness to happen to Israel at that point, for God"s covenant was broken when Beauty was cut in sunder. God said He was gonna do it in order that the covenant might be broken.

So that covenant of the law whereby they were able to relate to God was broken, so that no longer can they relate to God by the law. But if they are going to relate to God, they"re going to have to relate to God just like anybody else. For Paul tells us in Romans there is no difference; all have sinned and come short of the glory of God, and all are justified only through faith. You can only come to God now on the basis of faith, and the Jew has to come like the Gentile at the present time. There is no longer a covenant that God has that is valid with these people whereby through the law they can approach God. That covenant was invalidated when Beauty, Jesus Christ, was cut asunder. That is why Jesus said, "This cup is a new covenant in My blood which is shed for the remission of sins" ( Matthew 26:28 ). God established a new covenant with man, and in the establishing of the new covenant through Jesus Christ, the old covenant of the law was disallowed and is no longer a valid means of coming to God or fellowshipping with God. God will not accept their offerings under the old covenant.

The poor, of course, are the, as the Bible says concerning those who believe in Christ, "not many rich, not many noble, but God has chosen the weak things of the world, the poor," and the gospel is preached to the poor.

And I said unto them, If you think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver. And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prized at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the LORD ( Zechariah 11:12-13 ).

What a remarkable prophecy concerning the betrayal of Jesus Christ and the being sold by Judas for thirty pieces of silver, the price whereby He was prized. Judas, it says, went to the high priest, and he said, "How much will you give me, and I will deliver Him unto you?" And they covenanted to give to him thirty pieces of silver. Here, of course, the Lord spoke of the price in advance.

But then He also spoke of the fact that the silver would be cast to the potter, and it would be cast down in the house of the Lord. When Judas Iscariot saw that they were crucifying Jesus, and of course, there are many who believe that Judas was not guilty of such a heinous crime as many people imagine. There are those that would lighten Judas" offense by saying that Judas was only trying to force the hand of Jesus. He got tired of waiting for Jesus to establish the kingdom. He was wanting to get the kingdom going, and so he thought, "Well, I"ll just get the processes going here by selling Jesus to them, and then He"s gonna have to prove His power, and then I"m gonna be prime minister, or the treasurer of the new state." Of course, John tells us that he held the purse, and he was, John tells us in the Greek that he was thieving out of the purse. So Judas Iscariot coveted, and then when he saw that his little plan failed, that is, his imagined plan, that people had imagined that he had, he came back, at least he saw when Jesus was being condemned, he came back and he brought the thirty pieces of silver, and he said, "Here I can"t take it. I"ve betrayed innocent blood." They said, "What"s that to us? It"s your problem." So Judas took the thirty pieces of silver and just threw it on the floor, and went out, and he said, "It"s your problem." He repented and hanged himself.

Now it was their problem, because it was used to purchase blood--blood money. They could not return it to the temple treasury. One of their little rules would not allow any blood money to go into the treasury. So they bought a potter"s field to bury the strangers in the land. So the prophecy of Zechariah is fulfilled.

Now, what chance factors do you suppose are involved in this kind of prediction? Five hundred years before the event. How many men in history do you know that were betrayed by thirty pieces of silver? Off the top of your head, how many men can you think of in history who were betrayed by thirty pieces of silver?

Now of those men that you can think of, how many of them was the silver then brought back and thrown down in the house of the Lord? Then of those, how many subsequently was the silver used to buy a potter"s field? You see, it sort of points to one person. It becomes a very interesting prophecy, and the chance factor of fulfillment is compounded because He adds these other aspects. There may be in history other people betrayed for thirty pieces of silver. That could be the ransom money paid, but yet, not many of them was the money then brought and thrown down on the temple floor, and even less, was the money then taken and used to purchase a potter"s field. So it narrows it down from a broader spectrum to a very small area of the spectrum. I only know one man in history of which these three aspects were all three fulfilled.

So very interesting prophecy concerning Jesus Christ, and I"m interested in the attitude that the Lord has in this. Of course, this is all in advance, you know, this is 500 years before it happened. But God knew exactly what was going to happen, because God knows all things. The Lord looks on this rather scornfully, He said, "A good price that I was prized of by them." Willing to sell their Lord for thirty pieces of silver. That"s all the value he had placed upon Him, selling out his relationship with the Lord for thirty pieces of silver.

To me it is a tragic thing. We look and we have great disdain for Judas Iscariot that he would do such a dastardly thing, as selling out his Lord so cheaply. But yet, there are people, multitudes of people today who are just as guilty as Judas Iscariot. They are selling their relationship with God for the paltry offerings that the enemy offers to them. People are selling their souls for illicit relationships, the indulgence of their flesh. Selling their soul for pennies. Selling their relationship with God. Jesus asked the question, "What will a man give in exchange for his soul?" And I"m amazed at what people will give in exchange for their soul. I never cease to be amazed at how cheap people sell out. They forfeit their relationship with Jesus Christ over the most ridiculous things. Hey, you talk about the Spaniards and all taking advantage of the Indians and trading them these shiny beads for gold and all, I think of how Satan is holding up all these little glass beads and saying, "Hey, here, they"re glitter. Look at how they shine! Look at the fun you can have, look at the excitement!" People are selling their souls so cheap, their relationship with God, selling their Lord. "A good price that I was prized of them," the Lord says, "cast it to the potter."

Now when Beauty was cut asunder then the other stave marked Union, the union that man had with God, that the Jews, Judah and Jerusalem had with God that also was broken, and that union of that nation with God was also, at that point, broken. They had rejected Beauty; they had rejected Jesus Christ. They"d sold Him. So God broke bands, the union, the brotherhood that He had between Judah and Israel.

Now having rejected the true Messiah, having rejected Beauty, as Jesus said, "I came in My Father"s name you wouldn"t receive Me. Another is gonna come in his own name, and him you"re going to receive." So in verse Zechariah 11:15 , Zechariah predicts the coming of the antichrist, who, in the initial onset of his reign, they will acknowledge and worship as their Messiah.

And the LORD said unto me, Take unto thee yet the instruments of a foolish shepherd ( Zechariah 11:15 ).

They had rejected the true Shepherd. Jesus said, "I am the good Shepherd come down from heaven." But He was rejected. So the Lord said,

I will raise up a shepherd in the land, which shall not visit those that are cut off, neither shall he seek the young one, nor heal that that is broken, nor feed that which is standing still: but he shall eat the flesh of the fat, and tear their claws in pieces. Woe unto that idol shepherd that leaveth the flock! the sword shall be upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly darkened ( Zechariah 11:16-17 ).

So here"s an interesting prediction concerning the antichrist, the foolish idol shepherd that will come and be recognized by the Jews. Let me point out to you that the conditions are absolutely ripe in Israel today for this to happen. There are many of the rabbis in Israel that are predicting the coming of the Messiah very soon. But you ask the rabbis, "How will you know your Messiah? How will you know he is the true Messiah?" Invariably their answer will be, "He will build the temple. He will help us to build the temple."

Now, many of the Orthodox Jews, especially around the area of Measharim, believe Israel does not even have the right to exist as a nation until the Messiah comes. So they are anti-Zionists. But they are waiting for their Messiah. They believe that they will recognize him because he will help them to build the temple. Of course, that"s exactly what the Bible says the antichrist is going to do. He"s going to make a covenant with the people, but then he will break the covenant by coming to the temple and standing in it and declaring that he himself is God.

Now here the prediction concerning the antichrist is concerning this assassination attempt. We are given further information on this in the book of Revelation, chapter 13. When the antichrist does come on the world scene, he is going to be able to work miracles, marvelous miracles. He will be a financial wizard. He will be a master diplomat. He will be able to bring about very sensible, peaceful solutions for many of the world problems.

Right now in Europe there is a tremendous peace movement, and it is growing and will continue to grow. Demonstrations are taking place all over Europe. Not of hundreds of people, of thousands of people, and in some cases hundreds of thousands of people gathering together in these massive peace movements. They are one of the greatest threats to the security of Western Europe today. The antichrist is gonna come in on the crest of a peace movement. He"s gonna come in with flattering words speaking peace, bringing answers and solutions for the turmoil that exists. Bringing marvelous answers to the economic woes.

Now, it was the economic problems of Germany that gave rise to Hitler. When your whole economy begins to just fall apart, government has totally failed, then the people in desperation are open to anybody who seems to have sensible, plausible answers. And they will follow even one as Hitler with all of his bizarre ideas, because he promises to the people the solutions. But it was the economic woes of Germany that laid the groundwork that Hitler can move in on it and to rise to this power. Those same economic problems developing now in Europe today, and the desire for peace will be the program, and the crest upon which the antichrist will move in.

Now, there will be an assassination attempt upon his life. It will appear for a time to be successful, but then he will miraculously survive this assassination attempt, according to Revelation, chapter 13.

Now here in Ezekiel we are told that as the result of this assassination attempt, he will be blinded in his right eye, and one of his arms will be withered. You say, "Oh great, we"ll be able to identify the antichrist." Well, I don"t hope to be here when he appears. If you"re around, you can identify him if you want. But that which hinders, that is, the power of the Holy Spirit within the church, that which hinders shall hinder until He is taken out of the way, and then shall that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition, who will come forth with all kinds of lies and deceitfulness, working miracles and wonders.

So the church should not be here for the revelation of the antichrist. I"m not looking for the antichrist, I"m looking for Jesus Christ to come for me. I think it"s a rather bizarre and twisted kind of an angle that Satan has people looking for the antichrist, trying to identify the antichrist, and looking for the antichrist, rather than looking for Jesus Christ. Jesus didn"t say, "Look for the antichrist," He said, "When you see these things begin to come to pass, look up and lift up your head, for your redemption draweth nigh" ( Luke 21:28 ). "Look for Me coming for you." We should be looking for Him. So, interesting prophecy in Zechariah concerning the antichrist. 
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Now, we"re out of the fog and into the clear day. Out of the haze and smog. Into the glorious pure age, as this final vision of Zechariah tells us about the glorious new age that God is going to establish, the Kingdom Age upon the earth. Over and over in these last three chapters you are going to be reading the phrase, "In that day," and that is the preface to the declaration of many of the fascinating aspects of the Kingdom Age, and that great judgment that will immediately precede the Kingdom Age.

So this is the burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the LORD, which stretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundation of the earth, and formed the spirit of man within him ( Zechariah 12:1 ).

Francis Schaeffer said that it is important that we not just talk about God today, or to just use the term God without defining the term, because the term God represents so many things to so many people. They really don"t know what God you are talking about. So he said when we refer to God, we need to give sort of a defining qualifications. And thus, we should say, "The eternal God, the Creator of the heaven and the earth." Then they know what God you"re talking about.

Now it is interesting that the Lord doesn"t just say, "The Lord," but He gives sort of a defining of Himself. "The Lord which stretched forth the heavens and laid the foundation of the earth, and formed the spirit of man within him." Now I know who you"re talking about. You see. He is the Lord over all. He is the divine Creator. He stretched forth the heavens. He created the earth. He created the capacity in man to know God and to fellowship with Him. Thus, the Lord identifying Himself declares,

Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it ( Zechariah 12:2-3 ).

I would like to suggest to you that this condition is existing today in Israel. Number one, Israel as a nation is a burdensome stone to all the nations around it. They are totally surrounded by antagonistic forces. There has been a peace treaty made with Egypt, but it is extremely tenuous. But when Israel became a nation, the day they became a nation, she was immediately attacked by Syria, by Jordan, and by Egypt, who grabbed off great chunks of territory. When Israel was declared a nation, a state, by the U.N. resolution.

Since that time, in subsequent wars, when the little nation of Israel was surrounded by enemies of vastly numerically superior forces, Israel came forth from these skirmishes, looking almost invincible. In 1967 when Israel took on both Egypt, Jordan, and Syria, they were able to push Egypt clear back to the Suez Canal. They were able to take the entire Golan Heights. They were able to take from Syria and the entire West Bank from Jordan in just six days of fighting. Jerusalem was a cup of trembling to all the people round about her. Those who were in siege against Jerusalem and Judah, Jerusalem became a burdensome stone. Those that burdened themselves with them were cut off, cut in pieces.

These victories were the result of God working with them. Now, the Jews did not recognize that after 1967. But they developed through the victories of 1967 a very cocky attitude. More or less a attitude of, "We are invincible." If you would tour the land, they were very proud to tell you of their brilliant military strategies of their battles, and of their fighting powers and what they had done. Any suggestion that God maybe helped them was sort of scoffed at. And yet, who can deny the hand of God? In taking, say, the Golan Heights. For when they were pressing for a cease-fire, and the tide of battle... of course, they had already taken the Sinai clear down to the Suez, and they were moving their sources. And they had taken the West Bank, and they were now moving to Syria, because they wanted to now capture the Golan Heights to get the advantage of the upper positions, military position. So though there was a big cry for a cease-fire, they knew that they were going to establish the lines of the cease-fire at the... you know, the border would be established at the time the cease-fire went into effect. So they were stalling for the cease-fire. Because they were wanting to get as much as the Golan Heights as they could. But Syria, beginning to realize that the tide of battle was going against them, was pressing and urging the world for an immediate kind of a cease-fire. And in order to press, impress the world, Damascus radio began to broadcast that the Israeli troops are fighting in the streets of Damascus. All of the commanders out in the Golan Heights listening faithfully to their Damascus radio heard all of these propaganda lies all over the radio in Damascus that Israel had moved to Damascus and was fighting in the streets of Damascus, though that was not the case. But yet, for propaganda purposes, the Damascus radio was publicizing this and broadcasting this. The tank commanders and all began to leave their tanks, and the Israeli planes, the observers saw all of these troops fleeing towards Jordan. Left all their tanks and everything in place, and they were all fleeing toward Jordan because they"d been listening to Damascus radio, that Damascus was falling. They thought, "Oh, man. We"ve been cut off; we"ve had it." So they just left, and they were all fleeing to Jordan. So the planes reported that, "Hey, the guys are fleeing." So that"s why Israel stalled the cease-fire for one more day, and they were able to take over a thousand square miles of the Golan Heights in just one day. Because Syria abandoned it, and so they sent in their paratroopers to the lines that they wanted, and they took it. The cease-fire was claimed, and they had all of this territory as far out as the paratroopers had gone.

Now you read in the Old Testament how the Lord had brought confusion upon their enemies. You say, "Well, that"s the God of the Old Testament." Hey, it"s happening today. It happened in 1967.

In 1973 war was a little different. Vastly different, in fact. The Arabs were better equipped and better trained. Russia had sent thousands of officers and millions of dollars worth of equipment, armament and all to Syria, to Egypt, and trained them for the battle of annihilation. Russia was directing the 1973 war against Israel, attacking on Yom Kippur. They had dramatic initial successes. They almost, almost destroyed Israel in 1973. There were a few days there where the fate of the nation was just in delicate balance. Israel received some initial setbacks, severe setbacks. Along the Suez Canal they had established these concrete bunkers, and the Bar Lev line which was considered to be impregnable, much like the Maginot line in France that the German panzers overran in World War II. It was supposed to be a strong bulwark of defense, and surely they"ll not be able to conquer the Bar Lev line, but they did.

Up in the Golan Heights, the Syrians had some initial advantages and breakthrough, and they came within one mile of the Golani headquarters. After 1973 the attitude of the Jewish people changed dramatically. They no longer felt invincible. They realized that they were almost destroyed. They realized that their nation, their dreams had almost come to an end. After 1973 there was a much more subdued attitude among the people. We noticed a dramatic change in people that we knew that we had talked to before the 1973 war, and then talked to after the 1973 war. Suddenly this whole feeling of invincibility was gone, and they were afraid. Yet, how God did protect them, and how God did give them victory in 1973.

Now it is interesting to me and significant that the Lord here declares, "Though all of the people of the earth be gathered together against it." Have you heard the U.N. resolutions in the last few years? How that the whole world stands in a resolution to condemn Israel. Even the United States has been voting in some of these resolutions against Israel, condemning them for certain actions, for establishing settlements in the West Bank, for attacking the nuclear reactor in Iraq, and things of this nature. "Though the whole world be gathered together against it." Really, Israel almost stands alone against the world.

The United States, from the time of President Truman, well, even before, has been a staunch ally of Israel. But after the 1973 war, the Arabs found a new weapon, and that was the oil. They began to use it as a political tool for blackmail. They began to influence the foreign policy of the United States dramatically with the threat of an oil boycott. They gave us a sample of what it would be like in 1973 after the war. When we were waiting in the long lines at the gasoline pumps, and they demonstrated to us the power that they had with their oil to bring us to a grinding halt. Since that demonstration, they have been using their oil, raising the prices constantly creating this worldwide inflation and economic woe, and causing us to dramatically alter our relationship with Israel, with the threat that if we support Israel, then they will cut off our oil supplies. We know that the threat is legitimate. We know that if they should cut off the oil supply, it does mean war. Because to survive, we will have to send our forces into the Middle East to take the oil and to force the supply to continue to come.

So the whole thing has changed, and thus, the United States has even moved so many times of late in the world opinion against Israel. So the prophecy is fulfilled, "Though the whole world be gathered together against them." In much of our policy towards Israel we have had to alter the policy, not from our conscience, what we feel is right, but what we are being pressured to do because of the necessity of continued oil supply out of the Middle East.

Now in that day, saith the LORD, I will smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider with madness: and I will open my eyes upon the house of Judah, and I will smite every horse of the people with blindness. And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength and the LORD of hosts their God. In that day will I make the governors of Judah like a hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem ( Zechariah 12:4-6 ).

In 1967 that came to pass. Jerusalem was inhabited again in her own place. Jerusalem came again under the authority of the nation of Israel. No longer a divided city, no longer half under the control of the Jordanian government, and half under Israel, but Israel was united and inhabited. And of course, they have since then just expanded the borders and the boundaries of Jerusalem. Even now you go out towards Jericho, after you get past Bethany, and ten miles down the road towards Jericho a huge, vast new housing settlement, part of Jerusalem, and the city of Jerusalem now. Part of it. And they have established over towards Bethlehem all in the territory of what is known as the West Bank. Huge, vast new apartment complexes and industries and all, as they are expanding their hold upon that land. It"s all a fulfillment of prophecy.

Now it"s hard to... many times when you talk about these things, there are times, unfortunately, that people of Arab extraction feel, "Oh, you"re anti-Arab?" No, you"re just pro-Bible. You"re just saying what the Bible says is going to be. Because I get excited when the Bible is coming to pass doesn"t mean that I hate all Arabs, or I am against Jordan, or I"m against any group of people. It just means that I get excited when I see scripture being fulfilled. It doesn"t mean that I am justifying Israel in all that she does. I"m just saying that what God said was going to be is happening. I just find that very exciting and fascinating.

The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, and the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah. In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, and as the angel of the LORD before them ( Zechariah 12:7-8 ).

So, again, he speaks of the power that God would give to them as a fighting force. The least of them would be as David. Now David was almost invincible conquering over his enemies. The least of them as David. And the house of David will be as God, and the angel of the Lord will be going before them.

In Deuteronomy, prophesying of this same time, it said, "And one shall put a hundred to flight. And ten shall put a thousand to flight." There"s a very interesting book by Chaim Herzog called "The War of Atonement." There"s another author Lance Lambert who has written a fascinating book on the Yom Kippur war. I forget; he"s written the book it"s published in England under one title, and the United States under another title, and I forget the titles of either, but Lance Lambert. But Chaim Herzog, this book "The War of Atonement" goes into great detail concerning many of the battles during this 1973 Yom Kippur war. He tells how that the Syrian armored division had come within one mile of the Golani headquarters, and suddenly stopped their advance. He relates how that when they stopped one mile from the Golani headquarters, there was only one operational tank to defend the Golan Heights against the Syrian advance.

A young twenty-seven year old lieutenant, who, when he heard that the Syrians had attacked, hitchhiked up to the Golani headquarters. He went in and he reported to the C.O. and he said, "I am a tank commander, and if you"ll give me some tanks," he said, "I"ll go out and see what I can do against this Syrian armor brigade." The C.O. said, "I only have one tank that"s operational. If you"ll wait for an hour, we ought to be able to get two others ready to go." Zvika helped them to take some of the dead bodies out of the other tanks; they loaded them with fuel, and loaded them with armament. He started out with three tanks, and just about a half mile from the Golani headquarters as they came around the bend, here they saw this whole armored Syrian brigade of about a hundred tanks, thirty personal carriers, and here"s Zvika with three tanks. He began to fire, exploding some of the Syrian tanks. He was ordering the tanks on either side which ones to fire at. He was on his headphones and he was directing the battle, and pretty soon he noticed that he wasn"t getting much support on either side. So he popped the hatch and looked, and found out that both the tanks that he had had were wiped out, that is, on his flanks. And he was left alone against this whole Syrian armored brigade. So he thought, "This is no place for me." He headed up over the top of the hill.

Now along the tap line route up there in the upper Golan are all these little hills, just rolling hills, and on the other side, sort of a valley. So Zvika began to race his tank up and down on the other side of these hills. He"d come over the top, pick off a Syrian tank, back down, and then race up to another hill, come over the top, pick off another tank, back down. He was racing back and forth behind these hills that go along the tap line, picking off one tank after another, reporting back on his radio, "Zvika"s brigade just got another Syrian tank! It"s up in flames!"
Back in the Golan headquarters, they were listening to these radio transmissions from Zvika out there, and they thought, "Man, he"s got a whole brigade of tanks going out there." They didn"t know that he was all alone.

Finally, the Syrians figured he must have had a whole brigade too, because he kept coming over different hills, and they began to retreat. One put a hundred to flight! The least of them was like David. There are stories after stories of things like this that took place. One man in a gun position near Kanitra was accredited with over a hundred Syrian tanks from his stationary position. He held off the whole brigade up in this one section of the Golan near Kanitra.

I went out in the field and I climbed up in these T-62 tanks that scattered all over the field. And the interesting thing to me, right in the center of the armor plate on each of these tanks were these melted metal, the holes that were made by these heat type of projectiles that when they first hit, they just have such tremendous heat they melt the metal, and then they have the second impact that goes inside. They were so powerful they would pop the turrets, and the turrets would be sitting topsy-turvy. Inside the tanks you"d see the uniforms and the helmets, and the glasses and everything else. The guys were just... but this guy, I mean, he was hitting bull"s-eyes in every shot. I mean, he wasn"t just coming in. I mean, he was hitting dead center on every shot. It"s absolutely uncanny to go through that field of tanks out there, and to see these bull"s-eyes on every shot. He accounted for some 114 tanks. "I will make the least of them like David, and the house of David like God, and the angel of the Lord before them." Such was the case in 1973 and in 1967.

Such may be the case very soon once again. Israel has a master troops on the Lebanese border. General Itan has warned the PLO that they are ready to strike. Any provocation and they"re gonna move in. Of course, there"s high tension right now as these Israeli troops are in readiness up in the area of Metulla. I told you this a few weeks ago that this was what they were planning. One division is gonna move up into the Elah Valley to wipe out those san missile sites; the other one is gonna go over to the coast to trap all of the PLO that are in the area of Tyre and Sidon and in southern Lebanon there. They"re planning to drive the PLO out of Lebanon. They"re planning to drive the PLO on over to Jordan. They are planning, actually, to drive both the Syrians and the PLO out of Lebanon, and then they"re gonna turn Lebanon over to the Lebanese people. They"re gonna say to the Lebanese leaders, "Here is your nation. You"re now free of the PLO. You"re now free of the Syrians. Let"s shake hands and let"s be friends. We"re giving you your nation back to you again." That"s their plan. Then they plan to make Jordan a Palestinian state and usher over to Jordan all of those Palestinians over in the West Bank who want their own state. Say, "You want it? You can have it. Go over to Jordan and get it." They plan to then annex the West Bank as they did the Golan Heights, and that will comprise the nation of Israel today. If Egypt doesn"t like it, they"ll take the Sinai back again.

The Lord declares,

And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. And I will pour out upon the house of David ( Zechariah 12:9-10 ),

Now this is going just a little further in the future.

I will pour out upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one that mourns for his only son, and it shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn ( Zechariah 12:10 ).

So God is gonna pour out His Spirit upon the nation Israel. When is that gonna happen? In Ezekiel chapter 39 it tells us it"s gonna happen when God destroys the invading Russian army.

Now I believe, I believe that when Israel moves against Lebanon and drives the Syrians out of Lebanon, that it will bring a full-scale war between Syria and Israel. I believe that a full-scale war between Israel and Syria will bring the involvement of Russia into the Middle East. That Russia will take that as their time to move into the Middle East, and that your whole scenario set for you in Ezekiel 38:1-23 will be fulfilled at that time. Of course, the interesting thing is that at that time could be very soon as the troops are now amassed. It is not at all impossible that this could happen within the next month or so. That"s the thing that just sort of causes you to catch your breath and look at your priorities again. The very fact that the Israeli troops are massed now, they"re on the border, they"ve called up two reserve units. They"re poised ready to strike at the first provocation. They"ve more or less said, "Knock the chip off the shoulder. I dare you." I mean they"re ready. It could, it could conceivably all come down, that which the Bible has predicted. For when Russia moves in and God destroys Russia, then the Lord said, "I will pour My Spirit out again upon Israel."

Now here Zechariah tells of the pouring out of the Spirit. Joel tells us of the pouring out of the Spirit. "And I will pour out upon the house of David, the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit, the spirit of grace and supplications."
Now notice that when God pours out His Spirit, the witness of the Spirit is always of the crucified Lord. "They shall look on Him whom they have pierced." Jesus said, "And when the Spirit is come, He will testify of Me." He"s not gonna testify of Himself. But, "He will testify of Me." It is the Spirit of God that is constantly pointing people to the cross as their only hope of salvation. The work of the Spirit in your heart is to bring you to the cross of Jesus Christ, to point you to the cross. "And they will look on Him whom they have pierced." In looking at the cross, the Spirit then brings us to repentance, and the mourning for our sins. They shall mourn as for an only son, the firstborn who had been killed, or who had been slain. The great mourning and grieving when the nation Israel realizes that they have rejected the Messiah. When God by His Spirit, opens their eyes to the truth and they realize, "We missed the real Messiah." That mourning, that grieving that will take place within their hearts. For God by His Spirit will open their eyes, and suddenly they will realize the blunder of crucifying the Lord of glory.

So in that day there will be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon ( Zechariah 12:11 ).

This was when Josiah the king, beautiful popular king, and a very successful king, when he was killed by the Pharaoh Necho in the battle up in Megiddo. There was a tremendous mourning of the people because he was such a popular and successful king. So there will be a great mourning in Jerusalem, like the mourning that took place when Josiah was killed by the Pharaoh Necho there in the battle near Megiddo.

And the land shall mourn, every family apart; the family of the house of David apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan, and their wives; And the house of Levi; and the family of Shimei apart, and their wives; And the families that remain, every family apart, and their wives apart ( Zechariah 12:12-14 ).

Now this is interesting to me, the family of David. Did you know that there are people today, Jews who are descendants of David living here on the earth? Now they don"t know who they are. They don"t know that they have descended from David, because the genealogical records have all been lost, or they"re no longer kept. It wasn"t necessary to keep them after Jesus was born, because once Jesus was proved to be from the line of David, that"s all that was necessary. But there are Jews today who actually have descended. Now, God knows who they are. "In the house of David apart, in the house of Nathan." There are descendants of Nathan the prophet who came to David." There are descendants from this guy Shimei, who when Absalom drove David out of Jerusalem was throwing rocks at David, and throwing dust in the air, and giving David a bad time. There are some of his descendants alive today, throwing rocks and giving people bad times. They put blockades up there in Jerusalem, and they have these piles of rocks on the Sabbath day. If you dare to drive by, they"ll throw rocks at you. "
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And in that day ( Zechariah 13:1 )

"In that day, in that day." Here it is again, "in that day,"

there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and uncleanness ( Zechariah 13:1 ).

Reminds us of that beautiful song, "There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Emmanuel"s veins, and sinners plunge beneath that flood with all their guilty stains." But the fountain will be open in Jerusalem as they recognize Jesus Christ as the Messiah and as the Lord. They turn their hearts towards Him, because the Spirit of God will open their eyes. And the veil that has been covering their eyes will be taken away, and they will recognize Jesus as Lord, and the fountain for sin opened to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

And it shall come to pass in that day [in that day], saith the LORD of hosts, that I will cut off the names of the idols out of the land ( Zechariah 13:2 ),

Now here is the prediction that, of course, Israel would go back to idolatry. And of course, they do have today not little idols in the sense of carved out images, but they are extremely materialistic, and they do have their shrines of the tomb of Rachel, the tomb of Abraham, the tomb of David and all. Even the Western Wall has become sort of a place of almost idolatry in the sense that they feel that they are closer to God in these particular places. They like to go to these places to feel close to God. They say if you want to be close to God, go to the place where a man of God exists, because God exists with that man. But that, in a sense, is the consciousness of idolatry, because an idol is actually something to remind me of the presence of God. When a person creates an idol, it is always indicative to the fact that he has lost that valuable consciousness of God"s presence. Somewhere deep inside he longs for that which he has lost. So he creates a reminder. "There"s a place, oh there"s where I met God."
It"s amazing the things that people can, more or less, make religious relics out of. I went to a church one time that had ugly platform furniture. I mean, it looked like it came from the Goodwill. The overstuffed chairs were ripped, and I mean it was just, it was just ugly. Looked like nobody cared. So I announced to the people my intentions, cause I love to get in to build things. I announced my intentions to remodel the platform. "We"re gonna get new furniture up here. We"re gonna get a new pulpit; I"m gonna build a new pulpit." After the service a woman came up and she was absolutely livid. "Brother Smith, you can"t get rid of that pulpit. Twenty years ago this evangelist was here, and he"s the one that donated the pulpit. And he preached the first sermon from that pulpit, and he cried, and the pulpit was stained with his tears. Oh, so many glorious sermons have been preached from that pulpit. You can"t get rid of that pulpit." I said, "It"s ugly." "Oh, but you can"t get rid of it." Oh, and it was an ugly piece of furniture. So we bought the new platform chairs, and I purchased some veneer plywood, and I built a whole new pulpit around the old one. Leaving the old one there, but I completely... it looked like a brand new pulpit. But still the old one was built into the inside. She came to church, let out a gasp when she saw the new pulpit. I had desecrated the house of God! She was so angry she was ready to leave the church. I said, "Oh no, no, come here. Let me show you something." I took her behind with the ugly old doors, and everything else, the ugliness was behind it; the people couldn"t see it anymore. But that satisfied her. The old pulpit still there you know. But that"s tragic when people get attached to things.

In the days of Hezekiah the people had begun to worship the brass serpent that Moses had made in the wilderness. It had become an idol. They"d begun to worship it. They were longing for the presence of God that their fathers had in the wilderness. They were longing to see the power of God that their fathers saw in the wilderness, and they began to worship the relic. But Hezekiah broke the thing in pieces, and he said, "Nehushtan, that"s not a thing of God; it"s a thing of brass. Nehushtan, a thing of brass." He called it what it was. "That pulpit"s not a sacred relic; it"s an ugly piece of old furniture." Nothing sacred about a relic. Just because at a place the Spirit of God has moved in the hearts and lives of the people doesn"t make it a sacred place. God doesn"t dwell in places, God dwells in the hearts and lives of His people.

We could move outside and worship the Lord outside and be just as close to God as we are inside. We"re not any closer to God here than we are at home. God does not dwell in buildings made with man"s hands. The heavens of heavens cannot contain Him. But a person loses that consciousness of the presence of God and somehow he is longing for that which he has lost. And so he builds a relic, or he takes a relic that reminds him of God"s presence, and he begins to worship near that, or he begins to worship the relic itself, even worse.

But God said, "I"m gonna cut off all the idols."
and they shall no more be remembered: and also I will cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to pass out of the land ( Zechariah 13:2 ).

That is, the false prophets, and the unclean spirit.

And it will come to pass, that when any shall yet prophesy, then his father and his mother that begat him shall say to him, Thou shalt not live; for you"re speaking lies in the name of the LORD: and his father and his mother that begat him shall thrust him through when he prophesies. And it shall come to pass in that day, that the prophets shall be ashamed every one of his vision, when he hath prophesied; neither shall they wear the rough garments to deceive: But he shall say, I am no prophet, I am a husbandman; [I am a farmer,] for a man taught me to keep cattle from my youth. [I"m a rancher.] And one shall say unto him ( Zechariah 13:3-6 ),

Now he leaves now the false prophets, and he comes now back to the One who was pierced, "And one shall say unto Him,"
What are these wounds in your hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends. Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn my hand to the little ones ( Zechariah 13:6-7 ).

Now the problem and the question arises, does verse Zechariah 13:6 fit with verse Zechariah 13:5 , or does it fit with verse Zechariah 13:7 ? The author of the Living Bible, which is an interesting interpretation of the scripture, but an extremely poor translation. It"s one man"s interpretation. Dr. Taylor evidently feels that verse Zechariah 13:6 fits with verse Zechariah 13:5 . I personally disagree with him. I believe that verse Zechariah 13:6 fits with verse Zechariah 13:7 n. He gives, what I consider, an almost blasphemous interpretation of verse Zechariah 13:6 . "What are these wounds? Oh, these I got when I was in a drunken brawl at my friend"s house." But I believe that they are referenced to Jesus Christ again, when they, Israel recognizes Him by the wounds in His hands, and they say unto Him, "What are the meaning of these wounds?" and He will answer very softly, very tenderly, "Those which I was wounded in the house of My friends."

Now verse Zechariah 13:7 we know refers to Jesus Christ, because it was quoted in the New Testament when Jesus was arrested and all the disciples forsook Him and fled that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, "Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered." So that is used in the New Testament to refer to the fact that the disciples all fled at the arrest of Jesus. So we know that that one definitely refers to Jesus Christ, and it is my personal opinion that six fits with seven.

And it shall come to pass, in all the land, saith the LORD, that two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third part shall be left therein ( Zechariah 13:8 ).

So, again, the Jews are gonna go through a great holocaust in which two thirds of them will die. Only one third will come through. The antichrist is gonna make a covenant with the nation of Israel, but after three and a half years, he"s gonna break the covenant as he comes to Jerusalem and declares that he is god, and seeks to show that he is god, and demands to be worshiped as god. And the faithful remnant at that time will flee to the wilderness. The antichrist will then seek to destroy all of the Jews that remain in the land, and two thirds of them will be destroyed; one third shall escape.

And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined ( Zechariah 13:9 ),

That is, they are going to go through the fire of persecution once again in this last seven years. This time is known in the scripture as the time of Jacob"s trouble, we also call it the Great Tribulation.

and I will try them as gold is tried: and they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, Yahweh is my God ( Zechariah 13:9 ).

So here, those that remain there will be again that glorious grafting back into the tree. The branch that had been cut off will be grafted back again. The unfaithful wife will be received and restored again as God washes her and cleanses her according to the prophecy of Hosea and brings her back unto Himself. Oh, love that will not let me go. Though I stray and turn my back and walk away, yet God will not let me go in His love. But He draws me back to Himself and restores me into fellowship. Oh, how gracious and glorious is the God that we serve. Israel, who has failed, will be brought back again by God and joined to Him after the refining process of the fire. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-21
Behold, the day of the LORD comes, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle ( Zechariah 14:1-3 ).

So the prediction of this coming day when Jerusalem will be destroyed. Actually, this will be by the antichrist who will come to Jerusalem. He will be heading up a ten-nation European federation. He will come to Jerusalem, first of all, making a covenant, deceiving the people, being declared as the Messiah, and then breaking the covenant after three and a half years, demanding to be worshiped as God. The Jews will rebel. He will take Jerusalem. He"ll cut the people off, and those who have followed the advice of Jesus and have fled to the wilderness will escape. But then the Lord is going to fight against the powers of the antichrist.

And his feet ( Zechariah 14:4 )

The nations will be gathered, all of the nations against Jerusalem be gathered together in the valley of Megiddo: the kingdom of the north, Russia; the kingdoms of the east, China. Joining together, joining against the European federation. And the final great battle, the battle of Armageddon, fought there in the valley of Megiddo, and at that time the Lord shall come.

his feet shall stand in that day on the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall split in the middle toward the east and towards the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove towards the north, and half of it towards the south ( Zechariah 14:4 ).

So a tremendous cataclysmic kind of a change will take place in the geography there around Jerusalem when Jesus comes, puts His foot on the Mount of Olives, and that whole thing is just gonna split half towards the north, half towards the south, and this great new valley formed going down to the Red Sea.

Now as this split takes place, the geological formations are changed, a vast underground reservoir of water, river, underground river, will spring forth from the area of the throne in Jerusalem. This river will flow forth from Jerusalem going down this valley. Half of it will turn and go towards the Mediterranean Sea; the other half will flow down to the Dead Sea. It will make that whole area along its banks extremely fertile. When the waters come into the Dead Sea, the Dead Sea will be healed. It will no longer be a Dead Sea, but it will be healed, and there will be multitudes of fish in the Dead Sea, and it"ll become a great fishing resort. Along the shores there, the En-gedi, they will dry their fish nets and so forth, the whole scene, geography, will be changed as a result of this probably great, we would call it an earthquake, splits the Mount of Olives right in two.

And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as you fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah the king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all of the saints with thee ( Zechariah 14:5 ).

"Behold, He cometh with ten thousands of His saints to execute judgment upon the earth." Paul the apostle said, "And when Christ who is our life shall appear, then shall we also appear with Him in glory" ( Colossians 3:4 ). Revelation, chapter 19, "And he saw Christ sitting upon the white horse, and the armies that came with Him on their white horses, clothed in fine linen, pure and clean." We are told earlier who those people are clothed in the fine linen, pure and clean--they are the church, the body of Christ. The pure linen is the righteousness of the saints, which is, of course, that righteousness imputed to us by our faith in Jesus Christ.

So the coming again of Jesus Christ for the church. So the Lord is coming, first of all, for His church, to snatch it out of the earth. Then to bring to pass His judgment upon the earth, and upon the inhabitants of the earth for their rejection of His plan of salvation. We will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord. We will be invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. Blessed is he that is invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb, and we, with John, will behold the events of the Great Tribulation from a grandstand view in heaven. But then in chapter 19 when Jesus comes back to the earth to set His foot upon the Mount of Olives to stop the great battle of Armageddon, then we will return to the earth with Jesus, and we will then reign with Him upon the earth for a thousand years as priests, as a kingdom of priests, actually.

So there are those, especially Jehovah Witnesses and all, that so misinterpret prophecy. They say, "Oh, you believe that you"re just gonna go up in heaven. You"re gonna stay in heaven; you"re gonna be in some cloud and fiddling on a harp. And I"m gonna be there on the earth, and I"m gonna help rebuild the world and so forth." Well, the Bible doesn"t teach we"re gonna be forever in heaven. The Bible does teach we"re gonna be forever with our Lord, and of course, where He is, it"s heaven. But when He comes down to the earth it"s gonna be heaven on earth. You"re gonna see the earth that God intended. You"re gonna see the kind of world that God intended that man should live in, a world that is filled with righteousness and peace. The kingdom of God is not meat nor drink, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. You"ll see the world as God intended it to be, but we"ll be forever with the Lord. When the Lord"s in heaven... hey, we"re His bride; the bride goes with the Groom. So while He"s in heaven, we"ll be with Him. But we"re not gonna take a honeymoon down here and Him stay up there. We"ll come back with Him with His saints to reign over the earth. Then when God establishes the new heaven and the new earth, wherever, however, we"ll be right there with Him. Wherever He is, there will we be with Him, forever with our Lord. That"s the promise, and that"s the hope of every child of God. And I love it, and I can hardly wait. Oh, should we really sit and mourn and mope over those that have gone to be with the Lord already? No. You want to sit and mope? Mope of yourself, because you"re still here. But rejoice for them; they"ve got a good head start on us.

And His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, and it"ll split and so forth, and ye shall flee to the valleys, and the Lord shall come with all of His saints.

Verse Zechariah 14:6 ,

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark ( Zechariah 14:6 ):

In other words, it"ll be sort of a twilight zone, not really clear, not really dark, sort of the twilight. You know, I love the evening twilight; it"s almost my favorite time of the day.

But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at the evening time it"ll still be light ( Zechariah 14:7 ).

So it"s gonna be a very interesting astronomical phenomena that will take place. And just how God is planning to work it out, I really don"t know, but it"ll be interesting to find out.

And it shall be in that day, that these living waters ( Zechariah 14:8 )

That is, they give life to the Dead Sea when they flow into it.

shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them towards the former sea, and half of them towards the hinder sea ( Zechariah 14:8 ):

Half towards the Mediterranean, and half towards the Dead Sea.

and it will flow all year round. And the LORD shall be King over all the earth: in that day and there shall be one LORD, and his name one ( Zechariah 14:8-9 ).

The glorious Kingdom Age. He will be King over all the earth. "Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven." Oh, how we need to be praying this, especially as we see the deterioration of the kingdoms of man in these days.

And all the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and be inhabited in her place, from Benjamin"s gate unto the place of the first gate, and to the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto the king"s winepresses ( Zechariah 14:10 ).

He"s talking about the extension of the city limits of Jerusalem, and they"ve already extended beyond these places.

And men shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter destruction; but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited. And this [is fascinating to me] shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem ( Zechariah 14:11-12 );

Those who have fought against Jerusalem, God"s gonna fight against them. And the plague will be,

Their flesh shall consume away while they are standing upon their feet, their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth ( Zechariah 14:12 ).

I would encourage you to read accounts of the dropping of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and you"ll find that these are the things that happened. These are the results of a nuclear holocaust, a nuclear bomb. The Lord significantly prophesies that this is the way that people will perish--their flesh consuming away upon their bodies while they"re standing there. In Nagasaki the eye sockets melting, the eyeballs melting and rolling down the cheeks. "Their eyes consume in their holes, their tongue consume in their mouths."
And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult from the LORD shall be among them; and they shall lay hold every man from his neighbor, [and the hand shall rise up] and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbor. And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the heathen round about shall be gathered together, gold, and silver, apparel, in great abundance. And so shall be the plague of the horse, the mule, the camel, the ass, and all of the beasts that shall be in these tents, as this plague. And it shall come to pass, [after this great, horrible battle of Armageddon] that every one that is left of all of the nations which came against Jerusalem, shall even go up from year to year to worship ( Zechariah 14:13-16 )

Those that are left, not many will survive, but those that are left will go up from year to year to Jerusalem to worship.

the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of the tabernacles ( Zechariah 14:16 ).

The feast of the tabernacles was commemorative of God"s preservation through the long forty-year experience in the wilderness and bringing them into the Promised Land. We will be keeping the Feast of the Tabernacles in the Kingdom Age, for God brought us through the long wilderness. But God will preserve us, God will keep us. We survived from the living water out of the Rock, Christ Jesus!

And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain ( Zechariah 14:17 ).

So you don"t want to come. All right, you"ll not get any rain on your crops.

If the family of Egypt go not up, and comes not, they"ll have no rain; and there shall be the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of the tabernacles. And this shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all the nations that come not to keep the feast of the tabernacles. And in that day there shall be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD ( Zechariah 14:17-20 );

I mean bumper stickers everywhere. Glorious day, glorious day, beautiful graffiti. We have a Calvary Chapel in San Pedro, which is a very rough area of town over there. They used to have their building constantly painted with graffiti. They were constantly having to repaint the thing because of all the dirty words and all that were painted on the sides of the building. So the pastor finally went out with a black spray can, began to, after he"d painted the building, put his own graffiti on. Painted on it, "Jesus loves you!" All kinds of things like this on the side of his own building, painted it with this graffiti, and he"s not had problems since.

"In that day on the bells of the horses, "Holiness unto the Lord!""
and the pots in the LORD"S house shall be like the bowls before the altar. Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the LORD of hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and seethe therein: and in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the LORD of hosts ( Zechariah 14:20-21 ).

So the glorious day of the Kingdom Age. A lot could be said... our time has run out, but some night we will spend some time talking about our place in that Kingdom Age during the thousand-year reign. What people will be on the earth, what kind of a control we will exercise over these people, the make up of the population, and so forth at that time, and we"ll go into that some night when we have more time.

Next week, Malachi. The last of the Old Testament, fascinating prophecy. The last word of God before the Messiah. After Malachi, the silence, the silent years until the voice crying in the wilderness, "Make way, the path of the Lord, make straight His path." John the Baptist. But we"ll get into Malachi, and then the following week moving into the New Testament.

May the Lord bless you. May the Lord give you a beautiful week of fellowship with Him as you walk with the Lord in the light of His Word. May He just spread His glory on your way. May you just experience more and more the love of God and the grace of God, as His Spirit works in your heart, the Spirit of grace and supplication. God bless you, and keep you in the name of Jesus Christ. "

